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1 (4/XSA/46) 


Charg6 d* Affaires, ^onrovir, 
H.H. Prill. Secy, of State 
for Foreign Affairs, Lonuon. 


Legation, 

Monrovia, 

* Liberia, 

3rd January, 


\ 


6 . 


F,0*ielegram No,52 of 29th December, x94b. 


Copy of Monrovia note 
No,3/13a/46 of 3rd Jan¬ 
uary, 1940, addressed 
to Liberian Secretary 
of State. 


Lair—suit "by British 
Subjects against iir, 

* 

Sherman in the matter 

/&*♦ 

of the loss of*property 
in the Cap® Mount 
surf-boat disaster. 




I fiu a* 12 

* *«• ^ 


- ■ * 
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TELEGRAM 




"R 1 


From: — Secretary of State 


To:— H. 1C. Charge d*Affaires 
Monrovia. 


Despatched 0715 30/12/45. Received 1630 31/12/45. 


No. 52 


of 29 th, December 1945. 


Your saving telegram No. 2. 

Decline. Agree that you should present 
note as in paragraph 5 hut omitting reflection on 


r .. 


Liberian justice 


Secretary of State for Foreign Affaire, 


/3A 


(4051) Wt. S8&3S-12I* 40.009 <2sort->) 11/44 G.S.St, Gp-62®. 













VW/lSA/46, 


•HIT1 till LBOtATXCN, 
BwHSuVIA . LI ti. ill A. 

E7th December^ 1£46* 


De^ar Mr* Derrl0 f 

v/ith reference to the ciairne for expenses of the 
Boberteport witnesses, I um worry thet a clerical error 
crept into the accourta rendered. The balance due in 
reapect of the expenses incurred in August by llomolu 
Fofona la tJ.il. £38* 63 and Uorlwi Hanguls and Da o da Rofena 
is ‘38,24 ouch, To su^iarlsco the elsi(rB f here are the 
figure* i 

i, mmw .WBeiu t, 

u&lance due by the* Liberian Uorem¬ 
nant for expense® incurred in 
August 


• * * 


«« f 


U, 8, ‘ 3b, 58 


'jXpahftos incurred in November 

and Jeconibor *,* , ., 


|M.OO 


Expenses incurred in respect 
of return Journey from Mon¬ 
rovia to iilwmm in member 


66, 50 


total im m the iamvm ocmHHBW ,, .L , ,5,?io6.ie 


e* bo LIL A I BAMttULA i 

Balance due by .the Liberian Govern- 
nent for expense« incurred in 

jAU fc.uat * » • i«* , , , ** , • * 

^xpensee incurred in November 

and December ••« **• ,54*00 

*xpaneefi Incurred In respect 
of return Journey from Mon¬ 
rovia to Blame in December t l 2 ,bU 

TOTAL DDK 8Y THE LIBftBXAN 0DVrftUJH INT 


U,S..> U»24 


" 06,60 
*U* 3* $104, 74 


DACHA t 

Balance due by the Liberian Oovern- 
aent for expenae* incurred in 
AVI gU cti * * * « • t • • t 111 

Expense* incurred In November 

and December ,,* tb4,00 

vxpenfies incurred in respect 
of return Journey from Mon¬ 
rovia to Mlam* in December 12*50 

TO TAJ- DUK BY THU LIBERIA* OoVKHNIlBLFT 


tJ, I,# 38,24 


“ 66, bO 

u, r,;104,?4 


1 would add that in view of the feet that they could not 
obtain payioont from the Department of Justice m\& mm the 
Attorney-General told them that the claim would he settled 
through this Legation, X repatriated them at the expense 
of Hie Majesty*a Government on the Ifith December but they 


Hie Excellency The Honourable 
Gabriel L* beimla. 

Secretary of State, 
Department of Statet 

MOXUlliyiA, Liberia, 


^hjT i 


mif ** /?» 

ftBC n* 


meijt* 



?.\r t 





















* 4 


they will have to refund the eoet when they 
are able* They left with me «n authority to 
receive all’ monies due to there, and I am 
enclosing the original of this authority. 1 
should, therefore, he glad if eheijueicr 
vouchers e uld bo made out to Re. 


Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) U.Bdgur Vaughan 


15 


13.46 




<r 




/ 















































TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 
Code 
Clear 
From ;— 


To; 


i • Charge ’Aff ..iree, 
1 onro via. 


yorei ;n Office, 
London * 


Despatched t.': , " • 1- - / Received 


No. 


t3f 


oi 15th December, 19 15. 


U telegram ho 2 Saving* paragraph 5. 

I have repatriated the witnesses at public 

expense*as 1 have failed so far to obtain tueir 

* 

expenses from the Liberian Government. 


I should relcome your instructions, 

V auglian. 



mm* 

tuim 


Wt 2(Hi:u> UJ85 r>5,(bK) (3 Sort* 7 43 AM E.WXid, 
W|,+^71J lUo 4i*0UU Sort*) 12/« * « 
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* 


Ifc# THE UNDERSIGNED, do hereby authorize 

, * 

H.L* Consul-General at Monrovia to receive 
all uionld3 due to us by the Liberian 
Government on account of our expensee in 
connection with the law-suit against lir. 

SHJSRUAn for the loss of our property in the 
surf-boat disaster at Cape Mount* 


DATED AT HON tarn A rm 3 13 th day of 

* 

DECSilfiER, 1945. 





* 














1 














T-is o ’■ itnesses swU-*'JC 5 acani said yesterday 

t 

that the cleric of the Attorney General told them that 
they would receive some payment hut it would be made to 
me. I thereofe agreed to repatriate them and as soon is 

-*i % 

they have left I will write to Ijt Dennis. 

I told them they ’ ere not to return uO 

13/. tfWv-ifceria until they receijj|Ai<iraf!ssag9 from 

through the District 






Y- 


# 

3 A V I H 3A « 

Otar.,. . "-r-o^s, Liberia. 

TL : Oovernor, Pres town, Sierra Leone. 
li/iVIHQ : No.dQ of x.;th .December, 1945. 


, With reference to n^' Savingram Fo.29 of 5th 
December, regerding the Robertsport cflne, the 
three witreBnes from the Sierra Leone protectorate 
have so fur been unsuccessful in obtaining their 
expenses from the Liberian Government end i propose 
after two more days have elapsed .ind If no money is 
forthcoming to repatriate them at public expense. 

Owing to their long stay they hsvo had to borrow 
money and it will cost abuit C'-Q ahead to pay for these 

debts and to meet their return expenses, I trust, 

* 

however, that this proposed action will meet with your 
approval. 


an to the general issues of tula case, 1 am nov. 
awaiting instructions from the Foreign Office. 


fa 


H. 9, t'. Chargtf d*Affaires. 



*13 *M 


ns 2 







1784/1L. A/45 


0 


l^th Qq camber* 194b 


Deer Mr* Paulkener, 

The beerore of this letter are the 

* 

three men, namely, Momolu ’’of ana, Duo tin 
V of ana ant', liorlai aangul a, uuout whom Hr. 
Crabatn epoke to you a day or two ago. They 
wiBh to fly to Gape Mount on Friday tho 14th 
instant, tula week. 

Yours sincerely, 

(3gd,) o.Edgar Vaughan 

J. Faulkener, Enquire, 

Bank of Monrovia, Ire., 

MrNUnVIA. 








1767/13a/4 5 


10th December, 1945 


tv**™ , 

The bearers of this letter, namely, 
llomolu Pofana, Daoda Pofana and Morlal 
Bangui a are the witnesses in the Cape 
Mount trial and I should be most grateful 
if you would see them in connection with 
their expenses as it is important that they 
should leave for their homes immediately as 
they are without resources. 

With many thanks. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd, ) G, 3dgnr Vaughan 

* 

The Honourable c, Abayoml Caenel, 

Attorney General, 

Republic of Liberia, 

MONROVIA, 

Liberia. 





I549/DF 


7th December, 1G45 


Dear ].>. Vaughan: 


With reference to your Notes 
Nos. 1742/13A/45, 1743/13A/45 and 173S/13A/45 
respectively# toTether with three expense 
statements alleged to have been incurred by 
the three Cape 1'oimt witnesses, namely: 
I'onolu Pofana, Daocta Fofana and Ilorlai 
3angura# 1 wish to advise that these state¬ 
ments with copier of your Notes have been 
forwarded to the Honourable the Attorney 
Oeneral ^ith the reouest that he will rive 
this matter urgent attention. As soon as 
a reply has been received from him you 



1 V. CJ. Edgar Vaughan# 

H. 3.1. Charge d 1 Affaires# 
3ritish Legation# 
MONROVIA. 








HUBIf 


H^TTI oh LITTON, 

*V ^CVIA. IIBEKXA, 

7 th December, 1945, 


-^ur Mr, Dennis, 


V-lth reference to ny letter of yesterday 1 a 
ditto, Alvins partieulara of the claims for expenses 
o£ the three G&pe Haunt witnesses, I write to say 
the-t they tell no thot they sen the Attorney-General 
yesterday. He told then that he would er&fnln* their 
elains hut would only be able to meet a part thereof* 
He did not tell them when to come back. * 

I consider that Whey should return to Sierra 
Leone without daluy* and X would suggest that without 
prejudice to the settlement of their claims at an 
early date, the Dep^rtruant of bustle© should pay them 
now and on account of their claims the sum of MINI* 
WlfflM i,e. Thirty-six dollars eaoh which will enable 
them to leave by the amphibian plane on Monday fox 
bape Mount ana thmc* overland to their homes* They 
would leave an authorisation for this Legation to 
receive the balance at a future date* 

* X should Appreciate it very much if you could 
on receipt of this letter see your ray to cnnruuiilonto 
in the shove sense to the Attorney-General and in 
the expectation that this will he done, I am telling 
the three men to go und see the Attorney-Oeroral this 
morning* 


jfoura einoeroly, 

(3gd. ) 0. Jidgar Vgughan 


Mle Excellency, The Honourable 
Gabriel L. Dennis, 

Secretary of State, 

Department of State, 
HWOTXA, 

Liberia. 










yardi ng EXPENSES TMOnBHiet) by MOMOLU sopama MOM 
BLAJiVA 1*0 GAPS MOUNT AND THENCE TO 

5th Oec7 tofsay) ~10th~Dec.. 1945. 


1. Second. Glass Train Pare from Blama to Bo 




including subsistence ... 

* * • 12/b d. 

or t 

;.s.$ 2.50 

2. 

Lorry fare 

from Bo to Sullma including trunk 22/Sd. 

It 

ti 

4.50 

3, 

From Sullma to *ork island (overland) 
ding ferry and carrier ... ##i 

inclu- 

• 9/6d* 

It 

tf 

1.90 

4. 

To 

cost 

of 

Rent 1 room at York island 

... 9/- 

tt 

il 

1.80 

5. 

n 

» 

tt 

Subsistence for 18 days at 
island & 3/** a day ... 

York 

. .# £2.14/ — 

It 

H 

10.80 

* 

6. 

rl 

tt 

II 

Rent 1 room at (jape Mount 

. . • 12/6 d. 

11 

tt 

2. 50 

7. 

it 

it 

It 

Subsistence for 12 days © 5/- a day ££.*.- 

tt 

tt 

12.00 

8. 

n 

it 

It 

Transport by plane from Tails to 

Monrovia ... ... ... £1*10/** 

If 

It 

6.00 

9. 

ri 

it 

tt 

Rent 1 room at Monrovia 

... 16/- 

II 

H 

3. 00 

10. 

it 

rt 

II 

Subsistence paid for 6 days © 7/6d* 
a day with effect from Dec*5th 
to 10th December, inclusive*. £2.5/- 

tt 

II 

9.00 

+ 



TOTAL EXPENSES ... 

0. 

S*$ 

54. 00 


AMOUNT STILL DUE FROM THE LIBERIAN GOVERNMENT 
(expenses In AugU31 including sub si stance) 

TO COST OP RETURN JOURNEY MONROVIA TO BLAliA 
TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE 


* * # 


’• 38*08 ^ 

13.50 


$ 105.18 


Monrovia, Liberia. 

5th December, 1945. 


MOMOLU FOPANA 


Hie 

x 

Mark 


W/to Mark 

( Sgd. } E.W.V, Sackey 
GRATIS 


5,12.45. 















1. Second class Train Para from alama to Bo 




inoludlng aubalatenee ... ... ... 12/5d. 

or O' 

a 3a 2 g 50 

3. 

Lorry faro from ao to Sullma including trunk 22/6 d. 

m 

It 

4.50 

3* 

Pros Sulims to York Island (overland ) Inclu¬ 
ding ferry and carrier ... ... ... 9/60. 

• 

«i 

1.90 

4. 

To 

cost 

of dent 1 room at York Xaland ... 9/- 

ti 

it 

1.80 

5. 

m 

« 

" aubalatenee for 18 days at York 

Ialand 0 3/ w a day ... ... *3,14/* 

m 

n 

io* ao 

6* 

■» 

■ 

* Sent 1 room at (laps Mount ... 12/60. 

m 

it 

2.60 

r. 

It 

It 

" subsistence for 13 daya o 6/- a day £3.-.- 

m 

'« 

IS. 00 

8. 

It 

It 

* Transport by plana from Tails to 

uonroTlH ... ... ... £1.10/— 

4 

H 

0 

6.00 

9. 

N 

* 

* Sent 1 room at Monrovia ... 16/- 

m 

It 

3.00 

10. 

H 

II 

* subsistence paid for 6 daya o 7/Od. 
a day with affect from Dec.etb 
to 10th December, inclusive.. £3.6/- 

* 

it 

* 

9.00 

% 


TOTAL BXP3M3Sa ... 

0.3.1 64.00 




AMOUNT MILL BOB FSDM TUB L1B3KXAM 00VBUQU9T 
(expenses In August including aubalatenee) 

00 0 

It 

38. 24 




TO GOST OP TWBHN JOOHMSY MONROVIA TO BLAMA 

• * 0 


12.50 




TOTAL ESTIMATED EXPENDITURE... 

| 104.74 


MonrovlB, Liberia. 

8th December, 1MB. 


LORLAI tiAUtiURA 


HI a 

X 

nark 


w/to nark 

Sgd. } S.Vi.V.Sackay 
OBAT1S 
6 . 12 . 46 . 









* 




'ITMf av DAQDA wgANA raau 

^iiLl ■:.., .:. : i:^. r .1-V v -,. 
to (ear; 10 tb 1M6. 


1. 

8 . 

ft. 

4. 

6. 

6. 

7. 

a. 

9. 

10 . 


Second clean Tr«ln .’are from Mama to <o 

including subalfttonoo ... .. 18/Vd. 

Lorry fare from Bo to -ullra including trunk 38/Cd. 

ran Julian to York Inland (overload) Inclu¬ 
ding ferry end carrier ... ... ... 9/M. 

To ooet of Kint 1 foM at York 1 aland ... 9/- 

• * * tubalotenee for 18 days at York 

Ialand » »/- a day ... ... £8.14/- 

• * • Kant 1 room at Gape Mount ... 19/Sft. 

* Subsistence for 18 kayo • ft/- a day 83,-.- 

• Transport by plana from Valla to 

0r.roTL** ... ... ... 81.10/- 

* * " iant 1 room at Monrovia ... 1ft/- 

* • aubalstance paid for ft days • T/M, 

a dqy with affoet fro.-. Dec,6th 
to 10th December. inclusive.. 88.0/- 


U.3* 

8.80 

• 

4.80 

m 

1.90 

m 

l.ftO 

m 

10.80 

m 

8.80 

m 

18.00 

m 

ft. 00 

* 

8.00 

m 

9.00 



TttTAS. UPftftfttM ... 0.3*$ 64.00 

AMD 08? STILL MS P808 m8 LUiOSAR ftOWWMOT ... “ 58.24 

(axponaeo in August Including subsistence) 

j. * 

*D oosf «y — ftoamr * aofiA to slama ... * 18 .to 

TOTAL ESTIMATED KYFSNDITUKE ... $ 104.74 


t 

Monrovia. Liberia. 

8th December, 184ft. 


w/to ua 

( -fd.) 


inX-i 

ft.t.Y.saekay 

OSATXJ 

0.18.48. 


DAODA POP AKA 


. 
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{/$$****+' sit s^*fUL <**-*( *y^; <C|» 7t(f?%+nt\s\ ^, 

• c a-^; 4 Cp^i 4^ /f ^ ^ V nr , 

#. 0Lc***j( ^1cTyc***% 42 


^v^-c 4 v e{i$-^ t^C' 


'2-/&U 


V 


^ SLjlr><X 


■y. "^«»"Vc ~2v5/ r 


y 


^Ks£**U £ p+* & ^U A-r W f<nrtrJ?*r*i J -•" vU-<*} r 

■^iv^. *>n< •^vvce-*' , 


// 


V 

<r 


$0 ttr>/ v^ yc r L / *- r jkM* *C ?/- 


t^4**^A<4 "^tV // ft/ ^w/ 

£ i • 


4 . 

7 

(P 


Aw ^ '**/SW / /6lr>~ cu/ &/U P%r*s<£ &/£ 

* * s^4wVivca- ^4j> /i d**p& @ *^7-~ ^ e6*st^ . 


c^^yW/ ^tU»**u* -^rry* J?*Sfc /- 

fJbf}fcr\f\,^o± (£} *£ / 4^* » 


/ 


/*> 


/ /Srrr^ */ > rv * #5- {5 /^/ - 

< ^tA<-W Wi> ^ ^ j4 ^V' , f? (£ 7 /// 

t/fa&L &** $&c <S ^ & /& ‘ &t 4'/*-*- t&r* fAj*i 


3 -\$> 


so 


/ ?a 


/• 

& 


e» 

& 


5.15ft 

72. 




^7 ‘ffa-L '£***• 








a 


00 


D 


0O 


00 



j/^jUTHr/ &hstt *4*1 

(J/ ^#a^k>l^*4» U- i% <* yl 4^# * *^j, <r/Cr-is*> 

^t. $»/ cf ‘7?f < 4 t/Vr^ ^TftovnJ^, A ^ (^£^>r\ r. ff 5U ^ 



^ jp - Ott 




fvf 

i* > 
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An 
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f 4- 7 ^ 
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«S 

Iktrhs (B 0 ^^ V ® 
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74 
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1 




BXPEHaaa iHOUicaa by homotji 

* 


Ksr expeneea made on my way from Freetown to Liberia 
Supreme as one of me witnesses, during the accident of 
Ron* At A* Shaman 1 a boat on the 20* 4, 46* 


1* I paid from Blariu up the sierra Leone 
protectorate to Bo, Travelling in 
the second 01asa couch on train 

wtiieh le 3/4d. or ,** , *, £ 8,4 or fe 1,68 

I then took lorry from 3o to 3ulima 

Ip aid m #•* ••• • ** ,*• —,15# — ** 3*00 


3* I then walk by land paying on ^nall 
rivers for crossing* In boats and 

canoe b, which total coat **, . *, 7*6 " 1,60 

4* Then 1 area oh to Cape Mount* I 
spent IS daya there every day 
I spend for chop affair 5/- or 
^1,00 for the 12 days I Bp end 

60/- or $12,plus house rent 8/- ,,, 3, 9*- w 13,60 


6, Then on my way from Cape Mount 

to Monrovia by overland I took 
three days, chop and river 

Grossing I paid ,,, .. 1*12,- * 6,40 

6, Then J reach Monrovia* I have 
taken 10 days, Every day 1 
spent 10/— on chop plus house 

2'er.t lo/— , •* , *, *** *,« 6*10*- Tt 22*00 


TOTAL 


* * * 



$48,18 


1* Total expense a Incurred from 

Blame to Monrovia *•» ••* •** ••* &12, —,104* or t 46*10 


2* leturn expensea Monrovia 

tc Blaaia ••* *»• ,** , 

* * 

• * * 

3* 2, 

a 

AMOUKT OP EXP INCURJ18D * 

* * 

it* 

as. s. 

4d. 




e«ase«a 

TOTAL EXPENSES ... £15, 3. 

LEGS RECEIVED ... 5.10. 

40, 

or 

H 

£60.68 

22.00 


AUOUMT STILL DUS ... £9.13. 

4d* 

it 

*38,60 


PKSSB 



■*su 



or 12,50 
or r;60, 66 


Monrovia, Liberia, 

6th September, 1948* 



/ T ^ 

Orutls 

6. 9,1945. 



L 


* 
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mLmmm incur: r^d by hokolu fpfaka 

My expenses made on my way from proa town to Liberia 
Supreme as one of the witnesses, during the accident of 
Hon,3,A,Sherman*a boat on the 20* 4* 46, 


1* 


1 paid from Blama up the Sierra Leone 
protectorate to Be, Travelling in 
the second Glass couch on train 

Which i9 B/4d. cr 68, 


t * * 


8,< 


3. 


4, 


I then took lorry from Bo to Qullma 

jl T f ll Q. , , p ,#* , • ■ #*• ,, 

I then walk by land paying on small 
rivers for crossing, in coats arid 
canoe a, which total cost 


-* 8,4 or $ 1,68 
-.16*- w 


* * * 


* * # 


-* 7.6 


5,00 


1.60 


6 * 


Then I reach to Cape Mount. 1 
spent 12 day a there every day 
I spend for chop affair 6/- or 
(1,00 for the 12 days I spend 
uQ/- or $l4»plu& house rent &/- 

Then on c*y way from Gape Mount 
to Monro via by overland I took 
three days, chop anti river 
©ro&slng X paid ,,, .,* *,, 

Then X reach Monrovia, I have 
taken 10 days, Evciy day I 
Bp cot 10y/- on chop plus house 
reriv 10/“ »>* * * * «** *■• 


TOTAL 


1* Total exp on we a incurred from 
Blama to Monrovia *,, 


* * * 


5. 8, 


13.60 


■ > • 


1.18. 


6.40 


6 , 


* * * 


6 , 10 .- 


32.00 


£12. lOd." #48.18 


* * * * • * 


2, Return expenses Monrovie 
to Blama 


*, * 


* * * * * * 
AMOUNT OF EXPOSES IJJGUBHEB 


* * * * * * 


*., £ 12 . lOd. or |48,18 

3, 8, 6 or 12*60 


*, 


... £15. 3. 44. &r ; oO.63 


TOTAL EXPENSES 
LESS HSCEIVEO 


£15. 3. 4a. or #60.68 
5.10. - ’’ 28.00 

AMOUMT 3T1LL DUB , , * £ 9.13. 44. " #30.68 < 


* 4 * 

I * t 


Moor#vln, Liberia. 

6th September, 1946, 


tf/to mark 

antis 

6. 9.1945, 


»*•*,**«•#*•*•• It* t *4 







tC 

















5XPKI 3B3 imm. TulQ BY MGHLAX BAlftmilA AftD BAGD- i K)FAJ14 


Our expenses made on our way from Freetown to 

Liberie Supreme as witnesses during the accident gf Hon, 

# 

K. A. Shaman' b bont on the 20.4.4D. 


1. 


2. 

*5* 

4* 


8. 


6 . 


V<e paid from ill quid up the, Sierra 
Leone protectorate to lta» on 
train, trnvcllel In the Second 
Clasp couch nhioh It; e/4d. for 
each ni-.n. or A1.68. \.e paid 

16/fld, 


* « * 


i * * 


* • ■ 


Then we took lor*\y from Bo to 

Sulima, wop aid M . , **, 

h'G then walk by land paying on 
email rivers for eroBEiug 

on boats nrid actnooa which la 

Then vFe reach to Gape Mount we 
spent IS days os oh day we paid 
10/*- or ^ CO for chop affair 
and 16/- for house rent total 

Then on our way from Oape Mount 
to fc^nr el'll! omr land, we took 
3 days ©hop ana river a crossing 
we paid 64/- or |12«80 


* , * 


Then we reach Monrovia we have 
taken 10 days from tpdty 1 ® 
date ever-/ day re spend 20/- 
fpr chop or $4.00 plus house 
rentage 16/- or |3,00 total 
amount ■ • * * * * * • • * * « 

TOTAL 2XFJ2HB33 



or 

{ 3.36 

1, 10*- 

?* 

6,00 

—, 16, « 

h 

3.00 

6,16*- 

M 

27. 20 

3* 4, — 

11 

12.30 


10.16*- " 43,00 


23,16,8d* * ( 96, 36 


1, Total expenses incurrod from 
Blama to Monrovia **, 

3, Return expenses Monrovia 
to Bl&tHQ ,i# #*, 


LH33 <ESC-aITOD 


* * * 


* • • 


r S3* 16, 8d* 

or 

{96,36 

6. 8.3 

or 

26.16 

£30. 2.46. 

H 

|120.62 

11. 

»l 

44.00 

£19. 2,4d. 


« 76.52 

* E i**a* 


w==?ssmm 


Monrovia, Liberia, 

6th September, 1946, 


W/to marlt_ 

i+* r 

/ ^ Gratia 

*^# 9.46, 


t /{ t ifl /a.* * vy f ^ < 






• ^ 




















in+h .:i> be hqrlai HtHuuKA Aim daoda 


Our expensee made an our way from Freetown to 
Liberia Supreme as witnesses dicing the accident of Hon, 
A. Slier ram* e boat on the 20,4,45* 


Wfc paid from Blums up the Glerra 
Leone pro toot orate to :so t on 
trails travelled in the Geoond 
Qlae® couch which is 0/4d, for 

each rnan # or $1*63, We paid 
i' w '/ - • ,,* *,, 

2* Then w® too* lorry from Jo to 
Sulini&j wepala 

3* We then walk toy land paying on 

small rivers for eoee crossing 
on boats and canoes which is 

4, Then wo reach to (Jape Mount we 

epent 12 lays acch day we paid 
I0/— or r ^,00 for chop affair 
and 16/- for house rent total 


w -* or 5* 36 

e,oo 

* s,oo 

6 , 16 * - M 07,20 


6, Then on our way from Oape tiount 
to Monrovia over land, we took 
3 days chop and rivers crossing 
we paid 64/- or |/L2,8G 

6, Then we reach Monrovia we have 
teten 10 day® from today* s 
date every day we spend 2Q/- 
for chop or $4,00 plus bouse 
rentage 16/- or $5,00 total 


aiacunt 


* * * 


* * * 


* * * 


* * * 


3. 4, 


10.IS. 


IS. 80 


42,00 


TOTAL SXP3HSS3 ... S3.16.8d. " 


.36 


1. 

3. 


Total expancaa incurred frgw 
Blaine to HoototIb ... 

taturn axpeneae Monrovia 
to Blame ... ... 


LSB8 tUCSlV^) 


£ 23, 

16, 3d, 

or 

$96.36 

6. 

5.8 

or 

26.16 

£60, 

S.4u. 

M 

V120,52 

u. 

— * “ 

i* 

44.00 

£19. 2.40. 


* 76,62 



*“x** 


Monrovia, Liberia. 

Btb September, 1945. 


W/to nark 


/ -»< * 
t *•*' oretie 



6.9.45. 


tCU:. 




.... 2?U* * ^ 

. & . jkh*r. HM 





















1742/13A/46 


British Legation, 


Monrovia , Liberia, 
6th December, 1946, 


three 


Dear Lir, Donni ft. 

In accordance with r*y letter of 
yesterday*a date, j£ enclose particular a of 
the eacpenaea incurred by the three Gape 
tioont titmeses, mraely, fforaolu llofana, Daoda 
Pofa n& and Boris! Bangura. 


three 


Your a sincerely. 


(Sgd. ) G,Edgnr Vaughan 


Hie Excellency, The Honourable 


Gabriel L. Donnie, 

Secretary of State, 

Department of jtate, 
IIOUHOVIa, 




Liberia, 



^L? N% f3* 4 

_ \ 










SAVIUORAH 


FROM ; H* b P M, Charge a’Affaires, kon via, 
TC 


Liberia* 


; II.M.Principal Secretary of State for Foreign 
Affaira. Foreign Office, London, 

SAVING Mo**2 of tho 5 th December, 1945, repeated to 

the Governor of Sierra Leone, 3 a'vTTJ 0 Mo.29 


liy despatch No*76 (Ho*4L to Sierra Leone), 


Liberian Government m^t all the travelling expenses 
of witnesses 1, 2 ana 3, but in spite of my efforts have so 
far not paid the balance (amounting to about ten pounds 
sterling 
4 t & qnd 6* 


(amounting 

each) of the claim for expensea made by witnesses 


2* I was assured by the Acting Secretary of State that 
the case would definitely come off in the November Session 
of the Circuit Court, and on the 19th November the Secretary 
of State authorized the entry into the country from the 
Sierra Leone Protectorate of witnesses 4, 6 and 6, who had 
been unjustifiably held up at the frontier by Liberian off!-* 
dais for some days. He told me then that he was anxious to 
get the case cleared up* 


■ 

4, The court duly opened, but the Judge failed to 
appear (for which there seems to be no excuse this time)* 

I "poke to the Secretary of State about this on the 20th 
November, which was as soon as I had heard of his non- 
appearance, and the President of the Republic sent for the 
judge yesterday to admonish him* This was too late, for 
the session was suspended oh the 1st December* Witnesses 1, 


2, 3 and 7 fortunately did not present themselves, but 4, & 


end 6 are now in Uonrovia in the acme plight as before, I 
am urging the Liberian Government to pay their outstanding 
claim and present expenses and to repatriate them at once in 
order to avoid making a bad situation worse. 


4* failure of Liberian Circuit justices to appear is not un* 
usual, and, except that they have had to come from farther 
a* ay, the British sub jo etc are no worse off than the Liberian 
witnesses who presented themselves at the Court* I do not 
know, therefore, what claim if any could be made against the 
Liberian Government for prejudice done to the interests of 
the British subjects concerned by the irresponsibility and 
casualises of the Judge, and aa I have already explained in 
my despatch under reference the chances of their getting a 
fair deal in court* however good their case may be on paper, 
are not bright. 


6* I should like nonetheless to write a Note to the 
Secretary of State to say that H* V. Government view with 
great dissatisfaction these unjustifiable delays which have 
seriously Inconvenieiieed not to say prejudiced the British 
claimants (who aw Liberian State witnesses) and which re¬ 
flect much die credit on the administration of justice in 
Liberia* At the same time, I would ask for a definite gua¬ 
rantee that the trial will come off at the next session, and, 
that the expenses of the witnesses on that occasion will be 
met promptly* 


- 6* I should be grateful if you would telegraph your 

instructions* 



( 3gd*) G. Edgar Vaughan 
H.B*M*Gharg£ d f Affair As, 


'•*- 1 ' f rmrini 






1736/13a/45 


BlilVIOn LHA1ATI0R, 

MONROVIA . lib:hia. 

m 

6th December, 1948 


Dear ir, Dennis, 

With refe enee to our talk yesterday about 
the case at uope Mount* 1 write to toll you that the 
three witnesses from the Sierra leone Protectorate, 
namely, lomolu Fofana, Baoda Fofamm and MoXIla! 

Bangui a have just arrived In Monrovia from uspo Mount 
having come to explain to me what happened and ask 
my advice. Apart rrom the long delay at the frontier, 
they spent over two weeks in (jape Mount end ae you 
know the Judge did not appear. The Uourt wet sus¬ 
pended last aoturi; y, the 1st December, This is an 
exact repetition of what happened before, end le all 
the more astonishing seeing the assurances 1 had from 
the Assistant Secretary of State that this case would 
definitely come off at the Hovember Session, 

I have told the throe men to prepare a statement 
of expenses and X will send you a copy tomorrow and 
at the Marne time tell them to go and seo the Attorney- 
General, The lanediate problem, therefore, is (1) to 
settle their outstanding cl aim from their last visit 
and {%) to reset their present expenses, including their 
return passage at the earliest moment to Sierra Leone, 

| do not propose at the moment to discuss the 
general question of the prejudice done to the interests 
of the British subjects concerned by the second failure 
of the Judge to appear, nor the question of guarantees 
for the future, but I think you will agree that It will 
only make a bad business worse If there is any delay in 
settling the matter of the!** expensee* 


Yours sincerely. 


(SgtL )* G* Edgar Vaughan 


l 

111 a Excellency, The Honourable 




' 4 a ** /ys £ 


Department of State, 

Republic of Liberie, 
MOfiKuVI'i, 


Liberia 









hoborts .-.art Id sas1 4 

The secretary of State called today and said 

he had spoken to the President /'/ho had sent for the Jhd/je 

to tell him he must go to Cape l.ount* he SjM-d the Court 

was still open* and he would et ::e know the outcome of 

. 

the President's Interview* I pointed out that It might he 
difficult tor.: for the Freetown witnesses to come now to 
the trial- 

He said too that he ^talked to the Attorney- 
General, and the expenses of the witnesses would be met 
(including those being incurred at present by the three 
native witnesses, who had presumably arrived at Cape 
j.ount) - There were certain items in the claim already 
por^tir;- which were not in accordance with the law, md the 
Attorney-General would write to him on the subject* 
4/12/45. /W 





























Robertsport DIsaster 


X eavi hr Donnie and told him more in sorrow 
than in in^er that the circumstances which had made me so 
indignant before arc for which indignation I had been re* 
proved, were now being repeated, and it locked a & thou ;h the 


representations of t is LeRation were completly ignored. 

I told Mm that I hoped I had stopped the 
Freetown witnesses from coming* and th^he the Liberian Govt* 
would instruct the County Attorney to pay the expenses of the 
three native witnesses and send them back. 

He said he would see the Attorney-general and 
let me know on Monday 3rd December. 


M/A1/4L. 










TELEGRAM. 



Cypher 

Code 3 . t. C. 

Clear 

From :— h. - Charge d'Af fairesjT 0 -" Governor, 

Monrovia. * Sierra Leone, 


Despatched 29th lovei.ber, 1j 5 Received 

No, $ oi 23th November, 2945, 

fM PoA.TA,n i 

r 

19 ' telegram Ho. 06 Your telegram lo. 332. 
unofficially 

I learn/nam that although the Court opened the Judge 

has not appeared, and it doubtful v:hether he vill 

* 

do so. 


Charge c 1 Affaires. 


The above information v.*as given to me by 
hr de Kok of the Dutch Company at Cape ilount, rho 
promised on his return to write and tell me what has 
happened. '!e told me that he thought hr Sherman was 
in the running fpr appointment as ^ecretaiy of the 
Interior. 


* 2 3/11/45 OJa L 



Wt 20030 HJfti rt.Mft p Sorti} 7 K4 A,* B.WXul. Cp.*S5 

mim wt,i 2 H 2 ms s$,<m som) is:43 . H 


'Tir Uj 


N * 



* tv- 


mj. 


















TELEGRAM. 

Cypher 

Code r * • 

Clear 

p rom: _ Governor , Sierra Leone. y o; _H. 1L Charge d’Affaires, 

l.onrovia . 

Despatched ~ 7th Member. Received 27th Norember, 1945. 

No> of ^7th November. 1945. 

Your telegram 64. , 

Jreetown vritnesses have not left for Cape l.ount. 
They will be informed of the position. 

lovernor of sierra Leone. 



K( nr a u*. 



* 




(4051) Wr 3S&3S 1215 40.000 (2 Mrt>) 11/44 GSSi, Gj>. 020. 


* 








MEMORANDUM ON 

ROBERTSPORT DISASTER CASE- WITNESSES 






I saw Li.r. Dennis (Secretary of State, R.L.) today 
and told him about a letter I had had from three wit¬ 
nesses who were held up at the frontier. He £old me 
that the refusal to allow them to cross was due to an 
unauthorized closing of the frontier on the grounds of 
an alleged small-pox epidemic in Sierra Leone. The 
Government had cancelled the closing of the frontier, 
and on the 19th of Novembe.r he had written to the Acting 
Financial Secretary telling him that the three witnesses 
were to he allowed to cross as they were needed for a 
Court case. When I said I had hoped thisTother cases 
would be settled before the end of the year, he said he 
would do his utmost, but there were so many ramifications 
and he could get no satisfaction from the Attorney-General, 
although he had spoken to him on all these matters. He 
was particularly anxious to get the Robertsport case 
settled. I said that a time would come when it would no 
longer be possible to handle these questions in the exist¬ 
ing unofficial manner and they would have to be taken up 
officially. He agreed with this. I also referred to the 
question of the unsettled claim of these witnesses and 
again he said he would do his best. In view of the fore¬ 
going, I did not leave the letter I had written with Hr. 
Dennis. 














TELEGRAM. 


% 


Cypher 

Code 

Clear 

From 


TV 

* * 


n 

w 


. X;. Charge d 'Affaires-, 
Monrovia. l0w 


Governor, 

Sierra x,eor.e 


_ , , 14 th November, 1C45 . 

Despatched Received 


No. 


8 6 


oi 


14th Hovember. 1945 


l.y despatch No. 43* 

Please inform District dorr.t&jioner concerned 
that the Liberian Government have instructed the 
authorities to allpw witnesses 4, 5 and 6, delayed 
at the £ rontier A for reasons riven in my telegram 

^ v j- 

l,o. S5", to proceed to Gape llount 

Cliatge d* Affaires. 



[2iAm Wi £0030 1001 0 (a Sort*! 7 43 A.4c E.W.Lld* Cji.Wi 

Wt-mi2 lii& 33.000 (3 Sons) 12 43 . .» 














1683/15A/45 


/ 

/ 


BRITISH LEGATION, 


MONROVIA * LIBERIA* 


24th November, 194& 


Dear Mr* Dennis 


/ 


/ 



In his letter of the 31st of October in reply 
to my letter of the 29th of October, regarding the 
outstanding claims for expenses of three witnesses in 
the Robert sport disaster case, namely, Mcmolu Fofana, 


retary of State told me that the matter was claiming 
the urgent attention of the Department of Justice. 
Since then, I have had no further communication on the 
matter and would enquire once again how it stands* 


X would also invite your attention to the fact 
that these three witnesses presented themselves on 


the 9th November with their travel documents at the 


over to Robertsport to attend the Circuit Court due 
to open in the middle of November as Liberian State 


witnesses end as claimants, but were,,refused admission 


to the country. This has happened in spite of their 
having entered a bond for tb " pearance, in spite 



of the appeal made by the Attorney-General in May for 


the co-operation of the British survivors in supporting 
the efforts of the prosecution, and in spite of~the 
express desire of the Department of State that the case 
should be settled pronptly, Moreover, in view of the 
vexations that the survivors have already experienced, 
about which I have had to write on a number of previous 



occasions, I am at a loss to understand why more obstacles 
are put in their way# on previous occasions they had no 
such difficulty ii os sing over* 



I am not in a position at present to assess the 


prejudice done to their interests, but x am sure you 
will agree that an inmediate investigation is called for* 


yi 


/ 


a a 

recei the 


Sulim ; the 



e an extract from a letter I have Just 
the three people concerned written at 
: the facts. 


Yours sincerely 



His Excellency, 

The Honourable Gabriel L- Dennis, 

Department of state, Republic of Liberia 


MONROVIA, Liberia* 









X 


X 


X 


X 


........ we beg most respectfully to put before yon 

that, we have come to the Liberian Boundary, and we 
went and reported ourselfs to the coporal in charge 
of York Island on the Liberian Boundary, via Cape 
Mount, that we are survivors, and witnesses, in connec¬ 
tion to the boat accident in April, 1945, And that we have 
come to cross over to Robertsport, for the said case, 
as the court will reopen on the 12th of 11/45. That was 
on the 9th of November, 1945. The said coporal, by name 
of Musa, in charge of the Frontier , as the collector, 
was in Cape Mount. Tell's us that he will not allowed 
us to cross over to Robert Sport, as it is the law that 
nobody’s should cross the Boundary. We then told him 
again that we are not going for any other purpose to 
Cape Mount, out only we are going to attend the Circuit 
Court, and that we do not want to be late, that was on 
Friday the 9th of 11/45. The date on which we wrote 
this letter of which the corporal did not agreed, to let 
us cross over, ne then told us that before the could 
allowed us to cross we should give him our pass port to 
enable him to write to the Superintendent at Robertsport. 
Of which we did givo him. he then wrote to the Superin¬ 
tendent Office, in Robert Sport, attached with our pass 
port, reporting that we have come from British, and we 
wish to visit Robert Sport as Survivors ana witnesses, 
to the Circuit Court, The coporal tnen asked us to give 
him the sum of 6/- to get some one to take the letter to 
Robert Sport of which we did give him. He in turn sent 
the letter, together with our passport, to the Superin¬ 
tendent at Robert Sport, asking his kind permission 
whether he should allowed us to cross the boundary, as 
we are Survivors, and witnesses, to the Circuit Court, 
which will open on Monday. The Superintendent then re¬ 
plied the next day, that he should not allowed us to cross 
over until he heard from Monrovia. So we are now writing 
to inform you that we are still on the boundary, no way 
to cross over to Robertsport. As the Liberian Government 
did not allowed us. And we cannot cross over by our power. 


(Sgd. ) MO MOL U FOFAKA 
DAUDA BO FANA 
UOHLA1 BANGULA 
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<iV*« 


ti/MOA ^ jua. h&J&L^ tyn ^j ^ 

< Xot«L/l,d44 <-4' to frufi O^tA th,u&4~ £em/m i/ty%*-&n&f f Xt-vvc-mo. 'iJihfaCtsh 

Out, AAA. *6 / "^Jt $iA __ ’ -. _ 

^t^fv,our/e,«df &f ^Jrtv« t/J't tA-XdA.. i_ 


S^UUL /t^u4 t* it Ouf, 

^flC A*tA/vb&t*fydL /H&tftosaJiX» 
@£%4he*a d 4JLr ■ ^fr^'OLnr X /X, 


Q/XkmLql ^ 


HuO/l^oa ^<XrA^auXoL 




an.o( '-(jot, jdC^vwot' >Ca4>^ AWt? &*4 frvrf 

^tUfi. 'k<We. i-L«^\, 'Su^^vU^ ( / CUvat fr /ue. '£&££ /Qvt^fi tlxsY*4 , Aalfc iCtfu&flLV 

^<ifr Ojt^ i<J3u^ & Atfif tfl liybcrt'i". 4 “(a)£. ^JvCA-i^o^e, 'UA.Jte. 

tb xl'Tw^e/vvn, /CatAfi. /C^u^/ - /Qybyt iA/Li/vu ^n,e/ dub&t*ifr* — 

&j t aA 1 ij*jL ShoujLcLtyjt'JS £koi>- 6&“ 'Tbtffc ^ 'j JA ttaue, to 
tL*. <*L LiyUiaOis** <S'GA^iLWV H-0 fi. AAe. 

^ Ouy/ufltA ^ - | > ^J ^U^i/)t^ 'tj^ 

^fcfrkjkfcyU tjfi. /2kaXd -&€. 'Ol £o*l^ ^O iAjmL t tfou Otxit 

^li2xnotisL ^ua, A> fcksl- ^HAfiraC ( ~6Gt, 'C-kali xtauefe/ to tfwr ily uJsJutM 

CjO*etjrr v JLAAjjr^cc f OjYuA. ^wrt* __ 

jj j U.?^3A.t AA A oft ^4t.ta^Lcc, tblij f 

'Uj^- OiArt Q.j&jBJllJ.o*i^ & & &>&£.. ^'J&tCcxz, &£. WltCHd/L 

to C<A ^Aj£/h>----- _^___^__ 

































TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 

Code G-. T. C. 

Clear 

From :— n. Charge d 'Affaires, To: jovernor, 

Honrovia Freetown. 

Despatched 2 ^ n d l'overiibsr, 1945 Received 

m * 

No. <jf p of 2^nd November, 1945. 

+ 

* 

l.y despatch 4o. 

Have the Freetown witnesses left for 
Cape Hounf? Court has opened. 

Charge d 1 Affaires 



(2HE<Jr Wi.SfflKH) lOto 65,U*Ki {$ Soro) 7 43 fc.W.Ltd. Cp.W* 

{2fiUJj} wt.«£7l£ lllb 3i,0O0 13 Sottsl 1243 















Robertsport disaster» 



Ir Ring told me yesterday that the Judge had already 
gone to cape i'ount to open the court and enquired if the 
witnesses were coming. I said I had seen one of them in 
Freetown and he had told me that they intended to be 
present and expected to come down to honrowia by ship. 

20/11/45 



(lxMXZa. t 









October 31, 1945* 


Dear Mr. Vaughan: 


In reply to your letter dated 
October 29, 1945, Ho. 1566/13/45, I am 
instructed by the Secretary of ^tate to 
say that the attention of the Department 
of Justice has again today been called to 
the claim of the three witnesses mentioned 
in your letter under reply; and tliat the 
Attorney General lias advised the Secretary 
of State tliat the matter is claiming his 
urgent attention. 






G, E, Vauglian, Esq., 

British Legation, Monrovia. 


* * 
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X666/13/4C. 

5J ti )' , 

. V , 1 i «;!• . 

t.CtOiinp, x, 

% 

Dea - Hr, King, , 

?he claim of three o the witnesses in 

X. lo^ r; port utsa iter* ckio ? immQly cl * or olu 

* 

Pofaija, Tmnua Pofamu* and Itolc-lai Hangul it, 
referred to in ny letter ^o c 1826/13/4 b, hue 
apparoutiy nut ye; beki* .n. alt wit\ f ub 1 have 

/ p 

had no reply from ou on the point. I would, 
therefore, eu' uiro what ire seln, tu o.: 

to rc-iiiiiurae then Wito the full amount of Liu 
expenses they incurred, port of Khlc i oi ly ht ro 
so far boon wet by the Liberian Government. 

# Yiurs Binoerely, 

(Sgd. ) G* Edgar Vaughan 

,,*c* :u , .r .olu 7. v . in t 
AaaiMtadt ueon tary of u tute t 
Jet jit r tmolit of o tu t e, 

* 

* Hepiblio of Liberia, 

■ j_ VI i, Liberia*, 









Dear Mr. Vaughan: 


8th October, 1945. 


In reply to your Note of today, I 
have had no information that the Circuit Court 
at Robertsport will not meet in November next, 
hence my inability to confirm the report you 


have received. 












1402/13/46* British Legation, 

Monrovia, Liberia, 
uth October, 1043. 

Sear Hr. Ring, 

IVIth further reference to the Gape Mount 
surf-boat eft Meter, I write to tell you that 
a report has reached roe from a person who has 
two suite pending at Robert sport to the effect 
that the Court will not meet in November* as 
ell the Judges will be in Monrovia, I atioulu be 
grateful if you would let me &jiqw whether this 
report is correct. 

Yours sincerely* 

(Sgd, ) G * Edgar Vaughan 


The Honourable C. T* 0- King* 
Acting Secretary of State* 
Department of Stato* 

Monrovia, Liberia, 





3348/4 


GOVERNMENT MOUSE, 



SIERRA LEONE. 



1945. 


i 


i 





you for your letter of 11th September 
about the Robertsport case, X am sorry you are 
having such a difficult time with the Liberian 
Government and I an grateful for all the trouble 
you have taken. It seems that Doherty and Leigh 
should pursue the case to the end, though from your 
interesting observations on Liberian justice, it 
seems that this may possibly be a bitter one. 


Steps are being taken to find out who 
I.lomoluu Fofana, Daoda Fofana and Molelai Bangui a 
are, and I have no objection to your charging the 
£6 paid to them as an advance against the 3ierra 
Leone Government in the meantime. 



/3 



L rtL§ N 

G.E. Vaughan, Es q, f O.B.E. 

H.B.M. Consul General, f^< 
Monrovia^ * ' 

* itfCEtVfcd * 













g lba7/lZ/iV>, 




Monrovia, Liberia. 


291?- September,194b. 



Baa I* yr. King, 

I learnt with plea su*^ that Meanr*.Janes 
V.Dohorty> Tliomas L«Igh and Charlie Bavin left 
yesterday Tqt Freetown by the French aircraft 
and 1 hasten to thanfe you for your energetic 
Intervention. 


Y:»ure sincerely 


(Bgd, ) 0* Edgar Vaughan 


The honourable C* T. 0* King, 
Acting Secretary of State, 
Department of State, 





Liberia* 












1549A3/4&* BRITISH LEGATION* 



With reference to our conversation of this 
morning, MasRrs. James V.Doherty, Thomas Leigh and 
Churli g jjfivj r now tell ma that the Attorney—General 
haa refused to arrange their passage baok to Freetown 
by the French plane tomorrow aa the funds would not 
allow. This is the only opportunity available for 
thorn to return as there is no prospect of a see 
passage and the scats must be reserved by 5 o f clock 
this afternoon* 

In your letter Ho.lMl/DF of the 39th of August 
q you stated that tho Liberian Government would provide 

the witnesses who had returned from Freetown to Roberts- 
port and Monrovia respectively* for the trial, with 
their legitimate expenses incurred whilst travelling to 

and frp* ana for their itpkeep during their stay in 

* 

Liberia* The prolongation of their stay here 
inevitably means further expenses for their upkeep and 
at the same time prejudices their private interests 
still more* In the circumstances, 1 feel the Ll^rian 
Government should arrange for their departure on the 
aircraft tomorrow and I am* therefore* writing urgently 
to request that this should be done* Apart from other 
considerations* it would appear to be the moat economica] 
solution* 

Yours sincerely* 

The Honourable G. T* 0, King* 

(Sgd* ) G.Edgar Yaughan 

Acting Secretary of Statf» 

Department of State* 

Monrovia . Liberia* 












43 (1331/13/45) 

OhargS d'Affaires at Monrovi 
The Governor, s/Leone, 


Legation, 

Monrovia, 

Liberia. 

25th September 5* 

Monrovia Despatch $0.22 oi* 22nd June, 1945. 


Copy of Despatch 
Ku .76 (IGoG/W^) 
of 25th September, 
1945, addroBMU to 
H.M. Principal Secre¬ 
tary of State for 
Foreign Affairs, 
Foreign off ice,Lonoon 


Surf-oo-t disaster 
oil’ Gape Mount, 
Liberi a. 










1330AV*£* 

Ho* 75* 


HlUTlOh L UATIGK, 

BO PRO VIA, LIBIMA. 

26th September* 19 5* 


Bir, 



I have the tionsuf to Pi^joft that the Liberian 
Government hove loot1tuted proceed !hub in the County 
Court at Robortaport some fifty miles from Monrovia* 
agaliiat a Hr, rtobert Gherman, owner of a but f-boat that 
capalaed on the 20th April with the lose of the llvea 
of i number of passengers and of the effects of the 
survivors on account of the voaael being overloaded* 

Aiaoi^at the survivor® were a number of British subjocto 
mid antiflh protected Persona from sierra Leone* and I 
have been in contlnuaua correspondence with the Liberian 
Department of State on their behalf* but «s I am far from 
satisfied with the progress made* I feel I should let you 
have a brief account of what hue occurred* 

2, It was not until a fortnight after the accident 
that I first heard about it in a letter from one of the 
eurvivors f aiid I expressed surprise t© the Acting secretary 
of fttHta that X was not notified of the accident at once* 
seeing how many British subjects were involved. An offi¬ 
cial report for which 1 tuen asked did not reach rce until 
the 21st of May* The survivors were satisfactorily cared 
for at Robertapurt and were able to give evidence at the 
trial, held there during May* of the headman of the boat 
and the ore*. The headmn n 3 found guilty of Panel suiter 
and condemned to two yeara imprisonment with Hard Labour. 

1 enclose a copy of the judgment, ^oberteport is as I 
have mentioned eons fifty miles from Monrovia and can only 
be reached by surf-boat or by overland trails. 

3. I had at the same time approached the Acting secre¬ 
tary of rtate about compcncatlon for the losses incurred 
by the British subjects concerned t-nd he provided me on 
the 26th Bay with mi opinion from the Attorney-General ae 
follows |- 

w in criminal trials of the nature of manslaughter 
Government* a Attorneys represent the interest of both 
the public as well ae private prosecutors; so that 
It is not at all necessary for the passengers* private 
prosecutors in this csss* to be reprejwnted qy other 
counsel* unless they so desire, in which -'Baa they 
mica their own arrangements. 

Compensation for loss of property in such Instances 
are nude by the common carrier* According to our 
criminal statutes the Common wrier is liable to be 
held to answer to the crime of negligence of Common 
Carrier. Tie penalty for which in restitution to the 
owners of all property lost or damaged and s fine, 
such circumstances ell losees are adjudicated and must 
be paid* 

prosecution is being instituted against the owner 
of the surf boat, and it is expected that the losees 
sustained will be dulj covenanted. 

The above/ * 


The night Honourable tfrnest Bovin* M*P*» 

Hie Majesty's principal Secretary of State 
for Foreign Affaire* 

Foreign Office, 

London» 



P*T*G* 


* 












“ 2 * 

The above criminal prosecution serve* mm no 
bar to *ny civil action the passengers or their 
relatives uy like to institute* 

Considering the number of British Subject* 
mho died sa well as who survived, stop* have 
been taken to facilitate the imediate attention 
to their interests in order to enable them to 
return to their horses as quickly as possible, 

1 would thank you to request His Britannic 
Majesty's gharga d* Affaires to communioate with 
his Oovermvanva subjects involved to give full 
cooperation and support to this Government 1 a 
efforts to bring about an early termination of this 
matter* as we have been informed that soma of tbs 
survivors* among our best witnesses, have left 
Gaps Fount for Monrovia and Sierra Leone* which 
may result in unnecessary delays um inc 3 nv©nic»ce 
In the pruj^it despatch of these ratters, * 

4. It ms siy understanding that the earn would come 
off forthwith* but the Acting ^eerutary of State informed 
me on the ilth June that it would huve to be postponed 
until the August sitting of the Court* as the County 
Attorney needed advice from the Attomay*Oencral as how 
to conduct the case, I tried to arrange for the iiritish 
elniatintB to ia*jke depositions in liau of verbal testimony 
so that after going buck to their boras they would not 
have to return to Liberia* but tlile vus not feasible under 
Liberian procedure* Three oi* the survivors (Moe. 1* U ana 
3 in paragraph 7 below) came on to Monrovia from Roberta* 
port after the conclusion of the manslaughter trial and I 
arranged for the authorities to waive the requirement of 
a bond for their appearanae In August, on their giving me 
asauranctis that they would attend. The Acting ecretary of 
State suggested at this time* however, that the Attorney* 
Goneral might be able to arrange a settlement out of court* 
but when recent events, which will be described below* 
caused a further postponement of the trial, I was proo^ted 
to auggeat that the attest to effect a settlement out of 
court be reaamau* i waa told that the Idea had been a ban- 
aoned since trie Liberian Government could not be a party to 
a eoiqp remise. 1 expressed dlsaatiafaction at the fact that 
thie waa not rade dlaar to ra originally and that apparently 
there never had oeen any firm intention of arranging a set* 
tlemont out of court at all, 

6* The three witnesses to whom 1 referred in the previous 
paragraph returned to Freetown overland and duly cense back 
to Monrovia arriving by ana on the 3Gth of August ready to 
proceed to Hobartaport for the trial, four other claimants* 
from the Sierra Luoun Protectorate, Koa,4, $, 6 and 7 in 
paragraph 7 below} wrui had entered a bond for their appnaranoe 
and had not previously boon in oosounlcation with sm had come 
overland from sierra Leone to Eofeerteport at the name tine. 

1 had bean prior to thia in qpraunlcation with the Acting 
secretary of itato about the appearance of the altnesiies by 
aea from Freetown* since there was mourn difficulty in arrang¬ 
ing tuulr passage* 1 had from him no hint that there was 

, # sny / 




any livelihood of the trial being again postponed, 
though such ft decision must already have been Arrived 
at, and it was with Considerable di*T ay that I learnt 
from the four witnesses, who had gone direct to 
Hobart sport and from there came on to Monrovia to 
explain thoir plight to ra, arriving on the JrfTth August ( 
that the court had been adjournad, because of the fail¬ 
ure of the Circuit Judge to appear, 1 at once a sited 
the Acting Secretary of State for explanation and I was 
told the Circuit Judge had sonic tire earlier been ex¬ 
cused attendance on account of illness and that there had 
been no other Circuit Judge available, to take his place, 
but that the Liberian Oovomreenfc would undertake to meet 
the expenses of the witnesses* They did, in fact, pay 
certain amounts to the witnesses that came overland, but 
the amount was insufficient- They have now returned 
home, and I am still pressing the Liberian Cover nine nt for 
the balance of what they claimed as it seemed to me to 
be reasonable* The three witnesses, who came by sea are 
still in Monrovia, awaiting a passage to Freetown and the 
Liberian Governmenthave undertoken to aeeiet then* The 
trial haft boon postponed until November, when the wit¬ 
nesses will again be expected to appear and the Acting 
Secretary of state has urged that the Department of 
justice should try and ensure the conclusion of the case 
st this Fleseion. 

6, I have always had at the br.cfc of w mind a feeling 
that this case would not be pursued as vigorously as was 
originally promised, particularly as the defendant is a 
powerful man in his locality and might well be in a posi¬ 
tion to Influence both the Judge and the Jury, It has, 
therefore* been my aim to press the Liberian Government 
continuously «nd to express dissatisfaction at every form 
of delay. In the hopes that I wight put them sufficiently 
on their mettle to try and conduct the case successfully. 

The truth it', however, that the claimants ore placed in 
a dileranB, If they failed to appear truir case would be 
prejudiced, and if they do appear,at much expense and 
loss of tiM,they may lose it apyhow, given the corrupt 
judicial system in this country. Naturally, it baa been 
din 1 cult to indicate ny fears to the Liberian Government, 
and it is not surprising that they interpreted some of my 
remarks as a reflection on the administration of Justice 
in Liberia, Nonetheless, in view of the favourable opinion 
on the cam expressed originally by the Attorney-Gene ml, 
end his earnest request that I should urge the claimants 
to appear, T five felt that I should insist upon their 
complying. A scrupulous respect for the Liberian require¬ 
ments should at least strengthen our hand, for should 
there be any gross mi b carriage of justice it would be 
easier for official representations to be made. It is 
unfortunate that the case cannot be transferred to Honrofia, 
where 2 could watch over the proceedings, but a change of 
venue would only be eanctloneu at the request of the de¬ 
fendant, as it la, communications with hobertnport are so 
slow, that once there the claimants will be entirely de¬ 
pendant upon the advice of the prosecuting County-Attorney 
and they are not financially able to e^>loy private counsel. 


nor / 



nor is there any parson the^e that I can ask to hold a 
Matching brier. 

- ! - « 

7. The names of the survivors who have been in 
touch with me are «e follows and I give the amounts of 
their claims eo they have presented them j- 

‘ -MSliTOIH 

Members of ((1) Jamee V.Doherty: personal effects 

musical inatru- 

a Dance { merits anil cnah. 


.U. n.*571.00 


Band s 


40S.10 


(2) Thomas H.ielgh : -do¬ 

ts) Charlie T>«vit: : amount not yet ... 

supplied. 

raPM BURBA LBDWK PROTBOTO.’tATB 


( 4 ) Honolu Pofana (trader) flfca.t a. 04 B. 0 B .goods 

laa. Oa p_raoa»i 


(6) Polilal aangula ... “ 

(6) ;awo ia 'oi'ar.a ... M 

J 2 

(7} Madam Kade nil* . # + - 

(Asumana lila, trader, 
drowned in the dia- 11 

eater, hufttauid or M®dav 

Kade 311a). 


^ 0 . 3 d 

33.00 

188,10 


effects 

m 

-do<- 

.sc- 

A jewellery 


1 , 146.00 food®. 


0, I am forwarding a copy of tnia despatch to the 
Governor of Sierra LeoL.tr whom I have kept fully informed 

of ell development a. 


I have tho honour to bo, 

With the highest respect, 

Si r | 

Your most obedient, humble Servant, 


(Jgd«) li.liUgar Vaughan. 
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lirlWBLIO 0? JJBRiiXA 
(irand Cap* t aunt County. 


1 

( 

i 

I 
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In the circuit Court for the 
Fifth Judicial Circuit, Grand 
tlount County, sitting In 
its La* Division, May term, 
in the year of our Lord one 
thousand nine hundred end forty 
five U,D. 1945). 


Before Hie Honor ' .Hylbli Col linn. Judge Preniding»b;/*-Aaai r r f«nt* 


Republic of Liberia , ....». 

- Versus - 

Teete Gheo, Go tit Headmen; ftbagblo; Sio; 

Tifcpoo; Qiajc; Lena; Kyifikon; Jebo-Tea; 
and Bunu; «•. *».. Defendant. 

pibal JinxmEvr . 

At the coil of tho above entitled cone for trial promoution 
wee represented by County Attorney Oorgw B* Gain©, tmd the defen¬ 
dant not having any legal cuunRel before court due to their alleged 
financial inability to retain one, and the court having ascertain 
upon examination on the voir dire the proper!ty of giving them 
legal representative thornupon anaigned dofenae oouneel Ibbhc A,Perry 
to defend sold defendant in this suit, and they being duly arraigned 
upon the indlntnent preforud agslnnt them plead N ? OtTTLTYt where¬ 
upon a Jury of twelve men were duly impanelled and sworn to try the 
laaue thus Joined by the plea of Mid defendant©. lines see for 
the prosecution were thereafter qualified and examined, cro^e- 
examined and rested; likewise the defendant a* witnesses wen ©worn* 
examined, a row ©-examined m\d rested, 

Thu evidence adduced by the prosecation tends to show us 
follows, to wit; (1) That the defendant* took 15 mre putt Bender* 
in the boat beaider the IB possengora and their lug t a*e& plus the 
9 boat crcwfl iimklag 4U persons in all, without exercising a degree 
of caution and cere; ( 2 ) That said defendant© acted negligently in 
drawing up the boat sail when it slacked down at top oi the mast; 

13) That after ©aid defendants, adjusted the coat sail, Teete Chea, 
one of ©aid defendants in getting down Jumped on the eege of the 
leaning aide of said boat and fell In the wee, and that his weight 
caused the boat to dip water and to simultaneously capsize. 

The gist of defendants * evidence tends to show as follows, 
to wit (1) That said boat wee not overloaded although it had any 
persons in it whose number their evidence vary; (2\ They deny acting 
negligently drawing up the slacked sail, and alleged that a 
sudden blast of wind got in the sail while drawing up to block it 
which caused the passengers to lean more on the wrong aide of the 
boat and it capsized; ^3) They also alleged that the force of the 
sudden bleat caused some of them to fall Into the sea. 

After evidence of this nature submitted to the Jury, a© well 
as argument of the attorneys pro at pop , the court charged ©aid trial 
Jury and they retired into their room of deliberation whence tney 
returned Into court with a verdict of acquittal for eight (8) of the 
abovenamed defendants, which ©aid verdict ale© contain© a clause of 
conviction against defendant Teete Ghee more properly referred to 
mm the boat headnnn of charge of Manslaughter* 

WH)aiPORS, by virtue of the fttatue Law in such case made and 
provided, and by reason of the premise*. If IB hKHEnf AUJUDGRD, that 
the abovonnnvjd Teete Ches, defendant la guilty of the crime MAifULAU- 
® !rsa ' anJ b8in « 80 * -l-U tn tha - |1B 


Plaintiff, 


08X813 - 
s Manslaughter, 


* 











m * m »' *• J| 4 +■ # | 4) 

Jail located Itj the Municipal District of Robortuport p Grand 
Ca;>e Mount County for the terra of Ti»o certain from the 

date of this judgoussnt with hard labour, AHB IT in So OftDi£l£D, 


01 ven under ray hand in open court in the 
Municipal Dietriot of Robertsport* Grand 
C^pe : f ount County p this Second day of 
June In the yeur of our Lord one thousand 
nine hundred end forty five (.uh.l$45)« 



( Ml > Ohlli Colllna 
V.tiyibli Collins 
ASSIGN! .vdCIDHirr JlDQSp 
FIPTH JUDICIAL CXitGUIT* 
MAY A.B, 1946- 


Certified copy of the original; 

< agd.) ? 

AOtg, jit tit of nalJ Court. 
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_ , Baxi'isH lsgutiob, 

^ 1316/13/46. B0II80VIA, UBSBXA. 

22nd September, 1946* 


Dear kfr. King, 

With reference to your letter 13S9/DF of the 
14th September and our conversation yesterday, I 
writ© to say that 1 shall look forward to hearing 
about the decision of the Attorney-General regarding 
the expelleeo of the wltnonaes. 

In regard to the mutter of a settlement out 
of court, as I explained to you yesterday, I cannot 
agree that I was told that the Government could not 
be a party to a con^romiae. The suggestion that 
the Attorney-General might arrange to settle out of 
court was first of ell cede to me^ouraelf and bo 
strong was the iexpression i^on my mind at the time 
that I wrote to the Governor of Sierra Leone on the 32nd June 
as follow b $— 

* ■ 

,f I learn that the Attorney-General will try 
and inducu the boat-owner to settle out of 
go art, but if ho falls, then the trial will 
bo hold in Bobertapert during the August 
Liession* It may bo necessary for the three 
survivors referred to above to return to 
Liberia to toatify, but I have told the Acting 
Secretary of State that I hope that can be 
^ avoided* At the same time, the three survivora 

^ haw given me an undertaking in writing to re¬ 

turn if they are required, and with this under¬ 
taking, I hope the authorities will waive the 
usual requirement that a bond cmat be entered 
for the wltneoaes* appearance, * 

wy own record of our conversations is as follows *- 

* Ur, King told me yesterday , H th rune, that the 
suit for damages had had to he postponed until 
August because the District Attorney had not 
bean able to prepare the cone and needed the 
advice of the Attorney-General, I told him the 
three imn wanted to get back at once to Sierra 
Leone, and I could not support them here indefi¬ 
nitely, bo he said he would talk to the Attorney- 
General and see if the depositions could not be 
taken, * x2th June, 1945, 


w Hr*King told me on the 14th June, that the 
prosecution would try and settle the cuaa out 
of court, but If unsuccessful, the witnesses 
would probably have to appear, Normally, a 
bond should bo entered, but if the Legation 
gave coma sort of an assurance about Doherty 
and Coy. appearing the Attorney-General would 
be satisfied. * lath June, 1946, 


The Honourable C.T.Q.Klrg, 
Acting Secretary of State, 


I do not / 


Department of £tatg» 

a, Liberia, 


RLE 


f v 


/Jff 


■ I i ■ 










I do not wish to labour the point though It 
is no* obvious to :m that there never trae any 
firm intention of arranging a settlement out of 
court and 1 can only regret that this* was not made 
clear to me at the tiiuop 

X was pleased to loom* in our conversation 
yesterday, that you had in your report on thla 
matter urged that the Uepurtirtent of Justice should 
do everything possible to bring the ease to a con¬ 
clusion during the Court Go salon, in hovomber. 


fours eincOi'bly, 


(Sgd.) G* 3dgar Vaughan 







H.M. BRi^rSH LEGATION, 

Monrovia,Liberia. 


FROM A.M.WAITERS, 

USFHMSiL 

LlBERiAN GOVERMENT HOSPITAL 
21st SEPTEMBER 1945. 


Sir 


I have the honour most respectfully to refar you the 


humble request made by me on my arrival to Monrovia in April last 
after the boat incedent ,on our way to Monrovia from Robert Port( 

Grand Cape Mount) 

Taking a repropective view of this remarkable and fatal incedent which 
caused the lost of lives to many British Subjects and an utter loss 
of all personal effect of the few who survived you will remenber that 

I was the w«p* first to give you a first hand information of the whole 
incedent, being the very first to arrive in Monrovia. 

I was inform that three gentlemen, of the survivors Messer, 

James Doherty, '"ommy Leigh, and Chalie Davies, have each been awarded 

the 3urn of $25 Twenty five dollars as part benifit by the Liberian Gev- 
-erment, for the loss sustained due to the recklessness perpitrated by i 

the captain and his crew manning the boat in question. 

^ in the circumstance I would crave your kind indulgance, that 

you may please take up the question with the authorities of the 
Liberian Government , with a view of extending to me the same condition, 

I wematn Sir, 

to be tout sincerelv 



act N| ' ® 

REG. N. «?* 




GiujuJl . Ti A*. ^ 










Bobertport Disaster, 


Doherty told me the other day that he and his 
companions had filed their claims in the court at 
Boh art a port • iy complaint that such filing of claims 
had not'been effected thus falls partly to the ground, 
though it was really based on a statement by the other 
witnesses that they had left no record there* 

One of Doherty's companions, Leigh or D4vis t I forget 
which told me the Attorney-General was trying to get them 
away by ship or aeroplane and would pay their expenses* 

A similar assurance was also given me by the Acting 
Secretary of State whom I saw yesterday. He also told me 
that in his report to the President he had urged that the 
case should be prosecuted with energy so that it might 
be disposed of at the next sitting of the court* I told 
him that as regards his letter of the 14th. September I 
could not agree that I had been told that the State could 
not agree to arrange a compromise. On the contrary* he 
had suggested first that an unofficial approach might be 
made by the Attorney General to the defendant, and I had 
recorded our conversation and reported it to the Governor 
of Sierra Leofletold him there was nopoint in carrying on 
anindefinite exchange of letters on his matter which we 
hoped would be successfully concluded in November* but 
that I would send him a copy of my record of the convers¬ 
ations* He asked me if the witnesses intended to turn up 
at the trial, and I told him that the four who had returned 
overland had told me they would present themselves* but I 
did not know what the other three planned to do* 


22/9 /4b* 











Dear Mr. Vaughan: 

I have your letter of September 11, In 
which, among other things, you explain the 
nature of the misgivings to which you referred 
In your letter of August 28, last, and request¬ 
ing the Department to accept your regret for 
whatever Impression might have been created 
upon the Department of state at the expression 
made use of. The Department also notes your 
statement that it was not your Intention to 
cast a reflection upon the administration of 
Justice in Liberia. 

I wish to assure you that, in view of the 
explanation given by you, the Department has 
taken due notice of the expression of regret 
offered. 

Now, In regard to certain other phases 
of your letter under reply, I wish to draw 
attention to what would seem to be not an 
altogether correct version of the conversation 
passed between you and me or the 11th June last 


I 

George Edgar Vaughan, Esquire 

H.B.M. Charge d'Affaires & Consul General 
British Legation, Monrovia. 



* » * 



2 . 


I recall stating on that day, during our 
Informal talk, that the suit for Negligence which 
the Attorney General had contemplated instituting 
against the owner of the surf boat, as a Common 
Carrier, had had to te postponed from the May 
to the August- Term of Court because the County 
Attorney had desired further legal advice from 
the Attorney General. Upon query coming from 
you as to whether or not depositions of the wlt- 
nessess could he procured from them which might te 
used at the trial in lieu of their verbal testi¬ 
monies required to be given at the trial, in order 
to avoid the necessity of their return in August, 

I stated that, it was my impression that such a 
procedure mi ht not be possible; but that I 
would however make known your query in that respect 
to the Attorney General. 

You then, as I recall, asked whether there 
was a probability of the matter being settled out 
of Court with the owner of the surf boat; to 
which I replied that the Government could not be 
a party to such a compromise between the private 
prosecutors and the defendant an^/they were able 
to effect financial settlement or otherwise, 
out of Court, for the losses alleged to have been 
sustained by them, it might mitigate whatever 
decision and/or judgment the Court might hand 
down against the defendant. As this appeared 
to me to have closed that phase of the matter, 






insofar as the Department was concerned, I 
saw no reason to take up that side of the case 
with the Department of Justice: consequently, 
there existed no need for a request by the 
Department of State, for the submission of a 
bill of particulars for that purpose. 

It Is my understanding that at the investi¬ 
gation and trial of the boat headman and crew for 
Grand Larceny, the witnesses who testified at 
the trial of the accused detailed their losses. 

It might have been upon the enumeration by them 
of the losses of their property and other personal 
effects sustained, together with their values, 
that the Judgment of the Court was based and 
rendered against the defendant-headman for resti¬ 
tution of the stolen articles. However, I am 
transmit Ing the lists as submitted in your 

^ £/ k f i:_ ' jna h* m | 1 ’ ki ■ 

letter under reply to the Attorney General, 

With reference to the bill of particulars 
submitted with your letter of the 5th September 
last, in respect of the expenses incurred by the 
witnesses in their travel to Robertspost and 
back, I have submitted the list to the Depart¬ 
ment of Justice; who has assured me that the 
matter is having its attention ana that it will 
be given, the considerate attention which it 


deserves. 



4. 


I hope to be In the position to Inform 
you within the next two or more days of the 
final decision taken by the Attorney General 
in connection with the expenses shown by these 
witnesses to have been incurred by them in 
their travel to and from the seat of the Court 
and to Monrovia, respectively. 















1261/13/4-5* 


ramcat h%m Tior t 

tomovZA, uu-;:ua. 

11th Japtornaur, 1945. 


Dear Mr. king, 

1 am writing to thank you for ttii opportunity 
you gave roe In our conversations rtf the 7th nnd tHh 
uoptsiabor of explaining to you frankly the nature of 
th© HisgiYings to which I referred in my letter of 
the ii0th August about the cami at Robert sport. 

In the hfmt of thtj moment,! Used in that letter 
terms which were liable to be mi sunder stood, and j 
would Salt you to tic c opt the expression of e$r regret. 

It atif? not toy intention to cast a ref lent ion upon 
the administration of Justice in Liberie, but to em¬ 
phasise the discouraging effect thot this second 
postponement of tha trial Mist have upon the olalm- 
antfi and the creation in their min Hu ana ny own of 
the feeling that these delays prejudiced their proa-* 
pacta, for after there ie nothing like striking 
while the iron la hot. The elo*ness with which the 
mills of justice grind are notoriously liable to cause 
doubt and exasperation In the mind of the l^yaim, and 
in the antecedent a of the present situation there me 
a good deal to caune me dissatisfaction* I should 
indeed, be lacking in up duty to the British subject 
concerned did I not ask you to take this di mat! a fac¬ 
tion into account. 

Though the accident took place on the 20th April. 

I heard about it first on the 3rd Hay from one of the 
survivors, end I had occasion to express surprise in 
rny letter to you or the 4th Kiey that I bed not been 
appri sad by the Liberian authorities of the happening, 
^ven bo, it me not until the Hist May that I receivid 
a report from you about the occurrence, ana later I was 
assured by chtf terms of your letter 736/DP of the *4bth 
May and enclosure from the Attorney-General that there 
was a clear atse for compensation and that ^an early 
termination of this natter' 1 was hoped for. It wap 
indeed ay understanding that the suit for compensation 
would be instituted lti the Hay turn, IMS, yet on the 
11th of June you informed me verbally that the suit for 
dijr /igea hod had to be postponed until August because the 
01 at riot attorney had not been able to prepare the ease 
and Keened the advice of the At to may-General, You ex¬ 
plained to m that my suggestion that to avoid the wit- 
**••••• having to return,depositions should be taken from 
them,!* lieu of verbal evidence,was not feasible, but yea 
held out the hope,nonetheless,that the prosecution might 
succeed in settling the esse out of court in the interim* 
i heard no more from you about this possibility, though 
1 presumed that the attempt had been made end failed. 

It was, therefore, all the more surprising to oa to learn 
from the witnesses who came to Monrovia recently, that 
they had not boon asked to supply the prosecution with an 
account of their leaser., and I fail to see how without fuc* 


The Honourable G.i.Q*King, 
Acting Secretary of fttata. 
Department of r;tate, 

IkfiSftSi* 

Liberia. 


an 










on account ai i banio for negotiation a no 11 lemon t out of 
court could be arranged* 

Com® oT the witnesses had entered bonds for their 
appearance at the „,u<suat teru and duly appeared, m\u x wae 
in comEunlcution rith you about the appearance of the three 
witnesses, Doherty, Leigh era* Davie from Freetown, up to 
the middle of Auguri and duly arrrmg si for their appearance 
before the end of August. Yet no infortnation wait vouch¬ 
safed roc that the was prevented free: appearing by 

llineBji and that the Court had been adjourned. It was 
from the witnesses themselves for whom the Liberian autho¬ 
rities in Roberteport had made no provision for their 
expenses, and who made the journey overland from 'toberts- 
port to place their plight before ms, that I first heard 
of this adjournment. Which must have been decided upon a 
good many deya earlier, Dad I been informed promptly of 
this decision I might, moreover, have been In time to 
prevent the three witnesses from Freetown mailing an un¬ 
necessary journey. That there Should have been no other 
Circuit Jud^e available for MBlgAtaent was a place of bad 
luck, and you cun reedily under ntmd rry senao of f rust ra¬ 
tion after the palnS I had been to, in accordance with your 
request, to ensure the proosnoe of the Witnesses, How, to 
mage utters worse, I urn obliged to oonteat,on behalf of 
some of thfc Witnesses, the amount of ex pen 00 a allowed them. 


In view of the foregoing, I would ask you to realise 
try concern about this case, and j should welcome an assur¬ 
ance that the prosecution will spur© no efforts to secure a 
just settlement* For this reason, I again suggested in my 
letter of the Oth Lap t ember that a further attempt be made 
to arrange a settlenont out of court, and I now enclose 
particulars of the claims as they have boon presented to 
me, namely, they are *- 


MOMOLU FftFAXa .*• 
HOLXLAl MHMUU - 
Da 't‘ '*% A)^aKa *, # 

1 KA&& SiliA * * * 

aH90MaKa HXLa •** 
i hue bund of tiauan 
Fade nils,drpvned 
in the accident) 

JAMBH V,IX>H3*TY 
TOIIl'Y H, i.KIQH 


... 8,068.08 and 188.08; 

... 80.38 

... 38.00 

... 188.10 

... 1,140.00 " 163.89 


871. dO 
408.10 


I should, therefore, appreciate hearing from you at on 
early date whether such a settlement 1 r possible. 


Yours sincerely 









British Legatio. 

Lo nrovia. 

11th, September# 194t 


Lear -.a mage* 



F 4 . 


I am sorry to b ^ that the witness eb in t 
Hobertsport case ^ade their journey in vain- The 
Judge was prevented froi. appearing by illness, ar *1 
other Judge being available the Court was adjourn o 
the November term, when the witnesses will again h 
to appear, Doherty* Leigh and Javie never wont to i.oi t 
port at ai nd 4^ waiting to return to Freetown* your 
witnesses# -hb had not come my tray before* travelled 
from Hobert&port to Ho nr o via to tell me about their 
plight- The Liberian Government# following nay represent^ 
atioiiK, have undertaken to pay the expenses of the 
witnesses* but there is a dispute going on about the 
amount in the cue© of three of then.. So that these 1 *: 
should not have to wait for settlement md thereby 1 1 * 

further expenses* and as they were without funds* I h 
assisted them back to Sierra Leons# paying the;a eight 
dollars ( CL* C • 0* ) each * nd I am trying to obtain 
the balance of their expenses from the Siberian Govern¬ 
ment, Their names are* : omoluu yOFALA# D toda FOFA A 
Lolel-ti BALGUIA, ill from lama # Lenema Diet riot* 

_ Sierra Leone Protectorate, I enclose their underi 

to repay# .nd trust you ill approve of my churgft 
the advtrice b up to the Ooverm.ient of Sierra ^eone, 
the event of my failing to obtain payment from the 
Libori .n lovernmant, 

Laturally, I have expressed consider.bio 

dissatisfaction to the LiberianGovernment at the turn 
of events* but they just plead "force majeure*, be 
are* in fact* in a diltttife. If the witnesses fall to 
appear# the Liberiwn Government would ascribe uny 
». v in the 8uit to th ' ir «y»*«Wh8>nd, ti!W4. 

Acting Governor, 

Fftatmii 


-tL£ K*. /? 

Ha r> •• - 


Y-+ ae b 0 t li4fe l t0 inslst «Pon their preaenco 
,*® t * u tn °y <1° attend it may be „ LL, 

for the prosecution are in unaing 

rood rf th, 1 T * in my opinion# not very 


have had the effect of ^presentation* wjd 

Bant on their met tie. «o Jf^ariau Oorerji- 

eallusion betweeS t>^ ? r ° wnt *tt 

Jury, or that if theii d ?' * IlC \ tha Juor« anci^o 

it ihi b.„■ i 

reprei entations# y Torin& -i diplomatic 

to MI 1 L? tjlU, . i mtiy add * oou ld not bo transferr, 
to i-onrovia exaapt at l e rocm-** 

and it is a further handican S t.ie def onoa , 

^ barta "_I 










•awr ** 












* 



« 


at Hohertsport I can ask-%o-saaf Bt ci fh§ x ' u:in ^ ta * 
v;tio -iio dependant upon ‘^Hq County Attorney B 

As soon* as I know the result of the cl I 
fox expenses* I shall sand a full report to the 
Foreign Office and ill send you a copy* The I 
I should say, in the accident are not incon&i 
two handlngo traders losing several Hundred po 
worth cloth. 

lours sincerely, 


Sgd. G* IMgar Vaughan 





















0 1255/109/46 


iQth 3epte mber, 1946 


Dear Colonel Graham, 

Three British subjects from Preptown 
who have had to come hare for a law case 
are unable to return to Freetown by ship, 
as there are none malting the trip, and 
I am* therefore, arranging for them to travel 
by Royal Air Force uirer&fl, j should be 
grateful if you would give the necessary per* 
mission for them to emplane at Robert afield. 
Their names are 


James V„Doherty 
Tommy Leigh 
Charlie Bavia 


Their Journey hee my approval and is 
made undur the usual conditions. 


Yours sincerely. 


(Sgd,) Q.Edgar Vaughan 


Colonel j,Graham, 

Officer Commanding, 


' •* S, A, F, I, La 

LldShUU 









i + d45/iS/4 5. 


dth September* 1945. 


Dear Sir, 


With reference to w letter of the 1st 
September, I should be glad if you would 
kindly send me particulars of your Xobsqr by 
IQ, 0 a.m, on Monday morning next the 10th 


September as I wish to sand them the mmo day 
to the Department of State and I cannot delay 
any longer* 


I am, Dear Sir, 

Your obedient uorvont, 

# 


(Sgd,) G.Edgar Vaughan 

K* 3* I . Ou* I rge ' d 1 j ui res» 


M r* 0 h *r 1 i e DaYl as f 

d/o Mr.Janus /.Doherty, 

Monrovia, Liberia, 




F!L1 Ht 

*c &. frt 



* 














&r. King Bent for me today and said that the 
President had disliked the reflection oil Liberian 
Justice contained in my letter of the 29th* August 
and as in my letter of the 5th. September I had not 
answered his protest he wondered if I would agree to 
withdraw my former letter and he would with, draw his reply 
sd that there would be no record. He said he would 
take up the question of the additional expenses claimed 
by some of the witnesses with the Attorney General, and 
he considered them reasonable. He also said he would 
go into the question of a settlement out of court as 
soon as he knew the extent of the claims. 

I told him in reply that I would like to think the 
matter over. I did not like withdrawing anything I had 
written, and my letter reflected my great anxiety about 
the case. The fact that there was not enough judges to 
meet an emergency of one of them falling sick in itself 
showed the inadequate administration, and there was 
also the fact that Mr. Sherman, the defebdant was a pow®p 
man, and I had heard eminent Liberians themselves state ' 
that a jury system was unsuitable for this country. Even 
if the case were won, there was still the question of 
obtaining settlement•, ^*the defendant. Ifr. King replied 
that miscarriages of justice occurred in other countries, 
and that they could but take the case to the courts, and 
await the outcome, and that Mr. Sherman was a respected 
man and had property. He agreed to meet me tomorrow again. 
Our conversation was friendly. 

7/9/45. 

I ato referred to our experience of delay in the 
Williams and Wallis cases. The latter was six months in 
gaol without his case coming up. 

*" f ^ ^ ^ (r , | Vi L £*- *'■1 

'lu. hMju 

(kaCL w aiuv Tjy. ff/f/»/«“• 





122&/13/4&, BRITISH LEGATION, 

MONROVIA, him:HA. 

5th September| 1945, 


Dear hr* King#' 

I r/a 3 grateful for your letter 1151/S&F of 
the 31st August regarding the case at Robertsport 
and I noted with satisfaction that the Liberian 
Oovemraent would provide the witnesses with their 
legitimate expenaea whilst travelling to end fro and 
for their upkeep during their stay in Liberie, Three 
of the witnesses, namely, L’omolu Fofana, Daoda Fbfanna 
and Mole-1el Bangui a have, however, now informed me 
that the amounts paid to them by the Department of 
Justice are insufficient to cover such expenses and 
that'their claim to an additional 38 dollars each - 
approximately was rejected at the Department, I en¬ 
close statements of their expenses aa they have pre¬ 
sented them to me, and they appear to wb to be reason¬ 
able# I should, therefore, appreciate attention bein* 
given to the inadequate settlement of their expenses, 
which I hope can be made up at an early date# In order 
to avoid further expense by their staying on here to 
cl aim these amounts, I have told them to return home, 
but as they have insufficient funds in hand and the 
Liberian Government have not paid for their return 
journey, I have no option but to treat them as Dis¬ 
tressed British Subjects, and advance them from rqy 
official funds money for their journey* They have giver, 
me in writing authority to receive on their behalf any 
further sums the Department may wish to pay them, 

1 'also have noted what you epy in the last two 
pare graphs of your letter under refer enoe, and I am 
encouraged thereby to suggest for your consideration 
that in new of the time now available and the strong 
case of the prosecution a further attempt be made to 
obtain a settlement out of court. In this connection, 

I hope soon to forward to you a Hat of the losses 
incurred by British subjects. 


yours sincerely, 

(Sgd*) G*Edgar Vaughan 


The Honourable 0*2.Gating, 
acting ^ecrotazy of Utate, 
Department of Slate, 

Republic of Liberia, 

Monrovia, Liberia* 










I see no point in arguing with the Acting Secretary 
of State* If ny remark has put the Liberian Govern- 
ment on their mettle eo that they will be at pains 
to ensure a properly conducted trial, it win have 
served its purpose, but nonetheless, my mas givings 
are thoroughly justified for reasons which I shall 


outline in a despatch to the F*0* (and copy to Sierra 

* 

Leone} shortly * 

The witnesses should return to their homes and 
before then collect their expenses from the Liberian 
Government. if they need our advice, we can suggest a 
dally rate they should claim for subsistence, bearing 

Wi 

in mind that HGovernment paid to the three men 

A 

from Freetown when we Were supporting them. They should 
be advised to return on the date the Attorney-General 
tells them. 



Slat August ,1945, 


fta & L-m. 'll*** 




<i*L_ 

y+u w - 


L W-V^-At 







/ 


ttSMQ <iA frJDUM 

----- - ■ — 

Names and addresses of the other four survivors 
both local and at Sierra Leone i- 

(Natives of ffLALlA f KENSteA DISTRICT . 

SIERRA LSOKB PRQtBOTORATB) 


1. Homolu Fofana 

2* Daoda Fofanna 

3 Mole-lai Bangula 

4 Kade Sila * 

G/o FOGAY GA HANKY, 

CGOPER FARM, 

Monrovia . Liberia. 

% 

G/o... 

BLAMA . 

KBNBMA DISTRICT, 
SIERRA LEONE 
PROTECTORATE. 
















TRIPLICATE 

BAGGAUE. 


56 

_4_ 

1945. 


Port Robert sport 
Importer Momolu Fofanah. 


No._ 

From Freetown 


DESCRIPTION 

# 


QUANTITY 

% 


VALUE RATE OP ■ DUTY 


m 

Dyecloth 
pan tee print 




586 pcs 
42 ** 



V86.00 



15>i> on the duty- 


paid at Liberian Gene on Baggabe entry No. 59/9/4/45 


Total 

* 

Certified correct 

Sgd* J.Lafayet Talary. 

% 


Duty paid 
14/4/45 


One hundred thirty-four and 4 cents. 



134.04. 

S gd. JVM. 
14/4/45. 


DUTY. 
£218.01 


32.70 

250.71 

116.67 

134.04 











MiaaiHQ AHTICLB8 - PHOPSHTY OP T.H.LSIGK 


I 

I>ark Grey suit 


8. 5. 

— 

1 

Coffee Brown Suit 


3* 1 o« 


i 

Garhadine Suit 


7.19. 

4. 

1 

Black 3Hlt 

a m * 

9. 9. 

* 

i 

Grey Trousers 

• * • 

3* 5* 

-P 

X 

White flannel trouser a 

3.15. 


2 

pyjainas Suits 


1. 10. 

a. 

1 

Morning Gown 

* * • 

3 * 3* 

— 

5 

Drawers 

• * * 

a ■ 5 * 

* 

6 

Singlets 

* * * 

1* 5a 

_ 

3, 

.White Shirta 


1.15. 

6 

3 

Coloured shirts 

* * • 

2. 7. 

— 

6 

Keck Ties 

# * * 

i , 1 1 

— 

1 

Fair Suspenders 

* * « 

5* 

** 

1 

Broun Shoes 

« • • 

1 . X 5, 


1 

Black Shoes 


1.10. 

<* 

X 

Brovm Suede 

* • * 

2. 5. 

aa 

1 

White Bucic 

• •* 

1.16. 

-> 

4 

11 So eke 

a * * 

-.16. 

— 

2 

Felt Hats 

* * * 

1.10. 

— 

I 

OhL Tie pin (Gold) 

• •• 

-*10* 

- 

1 

iaio Coat 

* * * 

2.10. 


2 

Bath Towels (Large) 


-.10, 

— 

X 

Fair Gold Studs 


- lj. 

6 

1 

" " Links 

* * • 

- 16. 

5 

X 

Pocket Watcii 

* • * 

2. 5. 

— 

1 

Fountain Pen 

* * ■ 

-.16. 

6 

1 

Leather Bolt 

• * * 

-.6* 

6 

X 

Thermos Flask 

* * * 

*■# -L £)■ 

mm 

1 

Pair Half Slippers 

* * * 

“a Oa 

6 

1 

Silver Cigarette Pouch 

-.16. 

6 

1 

Shaving Set 

aw* 

-.10. 

6 

1 

Uavjoian Guitar 

• * * 

12,12, 

- 


CASH 





16 Dollars 

* * * 

4. 



£10. - . - Sterling 

* * * 

10. 

- 


£ 100 . 10 . 6 . 


$ 402.10 













•» 


HI33 mo ARTICLES PRQPSRTY OP Ja 'A ZS V.aOHiiigCY 






di 


1 

Pair Half Slippers 

* * • 

—•* 3# 

— 


1 

black Suit 


10.10. 

• 


1 

Dinner Jacket Coat 


l. i. 



1 

Uniform Coat (Cuban) 


1. 6. 



1 

Silver Grey Suit 


6. 10. 



1 

Blue Grey Suit (Hew) 

• * * 

7.13. 

- 


1 

Dark Grey Suit 

* * * 

9.10. 

- 


1 

Garbadine Trousers 


3.15. 

- 


X 

Grey Flannel Trousers 

■ * * 

3. 

* 


4 

Uhl to Shirts 

•«* 

a. 8. 

— 


3 

Coloured Shirta 

• • • 

2. 5. 

_ 


1 

White Shorts 

* * * 

-. 7. 

6 


1 

Pair Black Shoes 

* * * 

1.15. 

— 


1 

Pair Brown Sued© Shoes 

• 4 * 

2.10. 

— 


1 

Pyjamas Suit 

4 * i 

1.10. 

- 


4 

Singlets 


1. -. 

- 


4 

Drawers 


1. 5. 

— 


1 

Blue grey felt hat 

• m * 

-.17. 

6 


X 

Brown felt hat 

• * * 

-.17. 

6 


X 

pair Golf Hose 

* * » 

-.10. 

a 


4 

Pairs Socks 

• ■ i 

—# Ik#* 



4 

Only Heck ties 

* * ■ 

1* 4. 

_ 


X 

Rain Coat 

• * * 

Q * 10ft 



1 

Pull over 

* * * 

-.12. 

6 

% 

1 

Grey Coat 

• * * 

3 * 1Q # 

— 


1 

Small bath towel 


—*i 4 « 

* 


1 

Morning Gown 

* * * 

5# 6« 

_ 


1 

Belt 

* * * 

2. 

a 


X 

Shaving Set 

• » * 

-.12. 

6 


1 

Termor Banjo 

• • * 

6. 

— 


i 

bandoline 


2.10. 

* 



CASH 






24 Dollars 

■ • • 

6, 




£15.10 Sterling 

• * * 

15.10. 

- 


i 

Saxophone 

«* * 

26. { 

Property of 






the Cuban 




* 


Swingers 

i 

Gkelele Banjo 

* * * 

8.10. 

- 

—do- 




142.19. 

- 

© $4 = #571, 


M*da at Hoherta Port Grand Capo Mount County 

26. 4. 4b. 














LIST OP LOST PROPERTY OP MOLILAI BAHOULA 12' THE SCAT 
BOAT ACCIDENT OP FRIDAY SOTH INST. 1945. ON Ills V.AY TO 
i.i i. .OVI^ paoH ROBERT SPORT, 

\ 

1 Lg. bundle contg. the following articleaj 


1 woolen coat 

cost 

£1.16.0 

or 

§7.00 

1 Bed sheet 


16.0 

« 

3.00 

1 -Cover cloth 

W . 

13,6 

tt 

2, 70 

3. Trousers 

M 

8.6 

rt 

1.70 

i * 

14 

7.9 

li 

1.68 

i •• 

M 

15. 0 

* * 

3.00 

i ia.sTS 

X Lamp 

7/- 

or *1,40 


1,40 

20.38 


LIST OP LOST PROPERTY OP DA’.fODA WO PAHA IN 
THE MOAT AOCIDIKT OK FRIDAY 20th. INST. 1945, 
ON hlS r/AY TO ,'iOKROVIA FROM ROBrRTSPORT 


# 


1 Lg. buagnla contg, the following art! cl eat 


1 

coat cost £1*10.0 

or 

L6.00 

1 

Woolen trousers £3. 

0*0 

.12,00 

1 

Pelt hat 10/- 

or 

2.00 

1 

Blanket lu/- 

it 

2.00 

X 

Cover doth 10/- 

M 

2.00 

X 

Shirt 6/- 

It 

1.20 

X 

Singlet 1/6 

It 

.50 

1 

Kara shirt 15/- 

H 

3.00 

1 

Pr, Shoes 60/- 

* 

10.00 




£38.00 


* 


CERTIFIED THUS OOPY 



. . 


BRITISH LEGATION, MONROVIA, 
LIBERIA. 

29th August, 1946. 






0 




* 


■ 









TOTAL 1*0 SO IS 3 SUSTAINED BY t 

Mr.MomoIu gpfana. one of the Survivora . 


506 pieces of dyed doth © $3,00 a piece *> $1,768,00 

42 * Pan tee doth " 4,00 " > 168,00 

We Brings 122.08 

• $2,048.08 

T'.VO THOUSAND AND ■O.O’Y-LTQHT DOLLABS AND SIGHT 0 NTS. 


Robert sport, 

April 26,1946. 

LIST OP 000DS LOST lit THE BOAT A SCI Di£iT 3USTAIHKD PY UOIIOLU 
PDPANA IN TRANSIT TO MONROVIA FROM ROHRKi’SPORT, GRAND OAPE 
MOUNT COUNTY, ON FRIDAY 20. IHiTLrdW, 1945. 


6 

lg. gOV-TiO? 




1 

cost $10.00 


1 

II 

10,00 


1 

ir 

5.00 


1 

ii 

3.QQ 


1 

u 

7.00 

3 

Trousers; 1 

1* 

2,40 


1 

n 

4,60 


1 

f* 

1.70 


X 

H 

8. 75 

a 

Shirts each #1.40 

7.00 

3 

ai.iglets " 

• 66 

1.65 

1 

Towel 

.70 

.70 

6 

Bed spreads % 




1 

cost 

4.40 


1 

ft 

3. 60 


1 

w 

4.00 


1 

H 

1.50 


I 

rf 

1.70 

1 

Steel trunk 


12.00 

1 

Final 1 * 


10.00 

1 

pr shoe© 


0.50 

1 

Silver spoon 


.78 

1 

Muslim cap 


4.50 

1 

Bottle perfume 

6.60 

1 

Muslim beads 


2.00 

1 

Sundle 


5.60 

Cash 


6.00 




122.08 


CERTIFIED TRUE COPY 


hRITIOH LEGATION, HONDOvia, 
LIBERIA. 

29tii August, 1945. 












m 

triplicate 

BAQOAOB. 

66 

4 

1946, 

■ 


Port Sobertaport 
Importer Roirtolu 

* 

Fofaneh. 

No, 

From *roctown 


DS3URIPTI0N 

QUANTITY VALUE 

m 

RATB OF DUTY 

DUTY. 

Byealoth 

Fsmtee print 

5B6 p os.) $66.00 

43 " ) 

30: j 

% 

$218.01 


16;# on the auty 


32,70 


* 

* 

250. 71 


pain at Liberian (Jane on Buggubc entry i;o. 39/9/4/4S 11Q.67 

134.04 


Total 


Duty paid 
14/4/43 

jtoM. 


Uortified correct 
3gd* J.Lafayet Talary. 


One hundred thirty-four anu 4 cents. 

134 . 04 . 

Sgd. JTrM. 

14 / 4 / 45 . 


' 


\ 


CKWIFIKD THUS COPY 


BRITISH UtGATXOf , KOKROVIA, 
LIBERIA. 

29th August. 1945. 


* 




! 

k 


V 














LIST OF MISSING ASIICLiiS DUBIHG TUB ACCIDENT OF HON. H. A. 3H&RMAN' 3 
BOAT, FRIDAY APRIL 20, 1945, ANSUMAKA SILA. 

* | 

113 pieces of dyed oloth(Lago0 Lappere) @ #10,00 ea #1,130.00 or £283.10,' 

433 " real madras @ tfl.OO ea. 16.00 M 4, 0 

#1,146.00 - £386.10.0 

Haricct article® s •i, 146*00 or £286*10,0 
Wearingej 163,00 n 30. 3,0 

Wife's wearingei 186,10. w 47,10*8 


#i *487,10 or £372, 3,6 


This is to certify that Trader Senanate a Handingo Trader from 
the British side entered and paid customs duties on the following 

m 

goods imported from Sierra Leone, on Baggage entry number 62 of date 
18/4/46 as follows t- 


113 pcs*dyed cloth valuing i$226,OG)& 
2 l * real madras * 4* 80}* 


30% duty - 

m 


|64,24 


33 pcs leather slippers 33,00 * 26% w - 6,28 

472.49 

16% surtax duty 11,62 

#84,11 484.11 


Mount paid at Liberian dene on B/g Ho,61 

le/i/fs" 


40,94 

#43,17 


Certified true and correct copy from the original entry that was 
lost by Sananate on the day of his death by accident of a aurfboat 
from Hebert sport to Monrovia on the 20/4/46, 


Given under ay hands and seal of office 

this 24th day of April A* D, 1946* 

* Sgd* JlVUcgee, 

COLLECTOR OP CUSTOMS* R.L* 


CSHPIPIED TRUE COPY 


* BHITI3H* LEGATION* 

MONROVIA* LIBERIA* 

1st,S ep tember f 1946, 



















L0aiI3 3U3TAIKSD 3Y MADAM KADI AHD HE2 HU3BABD IH TH3 ACCIDENT 
OiJ PHI DAY APRIL SO, 1945, IK TRANSIT PROM HOBKHESPORT TO MOlfROVU 

ik honourable a. a. smiRiuur’s boat. 


6 Caftin (large gowns silk ^ tf 
3 Ordinaiy gowns n 

2 Lg* trousers woolen " 

1 iSnglish trousers H 

2 Shirts " 

2 Short trousers 11 

1 Singlet " 

1 Hat felt " 

1 pr, Shoes w 

1 Lagoa dippers {white) * 

2 Muslim beads * 

1 Pr. sold bangles value £4,4,0 (16,30) 
1 Koran with other books 

1 Port mantle — -- —---—----- 

1 Kettle 


12,00 each 
10.00 * 
10,00 
5,00 * 

2,00 

1,50 " 

,70 

3.60 * 

8.60 
3,60 
2.00 “ 


3 Shirte (or Kabaalots) 
5 Dresses 

4 Lappere e £3,0*0 each 
2 silk hcadtles;‘ “ 


•1 

1 


3 Heal madras 
1 Bed Spread 

1 Country doth 

2 Fra, earringsi 


2 Bed sheets 
2 Chemise: 1 coot 

1 it 


1 

1 


go at 
* 


HIannate a 18/ 
Oold finger ring 
Lg. Banin 
Plata 

ailTer spoons Lg. 


3 
1 
1 
1 
2 
e 

2 Towels 
1 portmantle 
1 Kettle 
1 Pr. Carpet 
1 Shawl 


O 3/— ea, 
" 3/- 


Property of 

the 

wife Kd.Kadl 

i 

l a £13.0.0 

or 

♦gold 

#48.00 

9/~ 

tt 

1,80; 

8/- 

* 

1. 60; 

3/3 


.66 

16/- 

w 

3.00 

70/- 

H 

14.00 

20/- 

It 

4.00) 

30/- 

H 

4.00) 

20/- 

ft 

4.00 

0/6 

H 

1,70) 

5/3 

ft 

1.05) 

ch 

1# 

3.60 

46/- 

m 

* 9.00 

18/- 

it 

3,60 

3/- 

it 

.60 

7/6 ea. 

it 

*,60 

late 

» 

3.60 


it 

.60 

60/- 

M 

13.00 


*1 

.40 

17/- 

ft 

3.40 

55/- 

ft 

11,00 


|36.00 
30,00 
30,00 
6.00 
4,00 
3.00 
.70 
3, oO 

8,60 

3,60 

4.00 

36.00 

13,00 

.60 

#163,39 


SAP, q . 


#188.10 


CERTIFIED TRUE OOPY 


#16.80 

48.00 

1.80 

1.60 

1.95 

3.00 

14.00 

8.00 

4.00 

3,76 

10.80 

9.00 

3.60 

.60 

3.00 

3.50 

1,80 

13.00 

.40 

3.40 

11.00 

la J, U 
30, 00 

#188,10 


BRITISH LEGATION, 

WOKHOVIA, LIB SIA. 

1st September, 1945. 












This is to certify that trader Sananate a ltfandingo trader from 
the British side entered and paid Customs duties on the following 
goods iirported from Sierra Leone, on Baggage Entry number 62 of 


date 18/4/45 as follows j- 

113 Pieces dyed cloth valuing 226*00) 9 30 i Duty 64.24 

2 Ir Madras 11 4,©0) 

35 Prs*Leather slippers t( 33.00 $ 25^ 11 8.25 

Total duty. . $72,49 

1554 Surtax duty. . 11.62 


$89.11 

Amount paid at Liberian Gene on on B/S ffo*5l 

16.4.45 40,94 


Total Amt,paid at Hobertsport Customs office 18/4/45 $.48,17 


Certified true and correct copy tfron the original 
entry that was lost by Sananate on the day of hie 
death by accident of a surf boat from Hobertsport 
to Monrovia on the 20/4/45. 


Given under rcy hand and seal of 
office this 24th, day of April 
A. U. 1945. 


(Sgd. ) J.W.kcGee, 
C0LL3CTC3 OF CUSrokS.R.L. 


CKHTIFIBD THUE COPY 


BEITXSii LEGATION, 

MOITEOVIA, LIHEHIA. 

1st September,1945, 















1205 / 13/46 


*- st Sept,, , 


Sir, 

I do not find on try files any list 
of the losses you sustained in the Oape 
Mount Boat Disaster, and as I *ish to file 
these with the Department of State, I 
should he glad to have aueh a list, 

■P 

1 an;, sir, 

four obedient Servant, 

rr . . gf * • • t, . 

tL J ba iw •*%!, ~ -*> - - ,r vi 

H.B.is. Charge d*Affaires 


Mr. Charlie Davie, 

C/o Ur. James V.Doherty, 

Konrovia, Liberia. 



1946 








' 1.204/13/45 



31at August, 1946, 


Gentlemen, 

In accordance with the unavoidable post¬ 
ponement of the Case at Hoberteport until 
Hovemoer, I have to inform you that the Siberian 
Government have undertaken to provide the wit¬ 
nesses who have returned for the trial from 
Sierra Leone to Hoberteport (or Monrovia as the 
oaee may be) with their legitimate expenses, 
in©urned whilet travelling to and fro and for 
their upkeep during their stay In Liberie, 


You should, therefore, oall upon tha 
Attorney-General at the Department of Justice 
to claim and collect such expenses and to 
ascertain when you should again appear at Roberts- 
port* You would naturally be expected to return 
to your homes as soon as travelling faoilitiea are 
evtillfcible, Should you require any advice, as to 
the expenses which you should claim, I shall be 
happy to aseiot you. 


I aiii, Gertlemen, 
Your obedient Servant, 



(Sgd.) 0%Edgar Vaughan 


H,B,M*Ghargd d f Affaire*, 


Mr, J. V, Doherty, 

* Tommy HtLeigh, 

* Charlie Davie, 

Monrovia, 

Liberia* 

Madam Kade Si la, 

6iessrB*Moraolu Jtofana & 0 r d. f 


Uonrovia, Liberia 











j REG, Sc 

1161/DF ' •ICCEIVK *» * August jfe, 1946 


Dear Mr. Vaughan: 

I am in receipt of your letter of yesterday, 
together with its intended enclosure forwarded 
i today, which had been Inadvertently omitted, in 

■L «*♦ . j 

respect of the postponement of the trial of the 
4 * case brought by the Government against the owner 

of the surf boat for the losses sustained by 


passengers when the said surf boat conveying them, 
some of itiom are British Subjects, capsized off 
Robertsport some time this year. 

The Attorney General advised the Department 
on Monday last that although the prosecution had 
been expecting the call of the case at the present 


August Tern of Court at Robertsport, the trial 
could not come off at this Term; for the reason 
that, the Assigned Judge had been excused by the 
Acting Chief Justice from attendance due to illness. 
Consequently as there was no other Circuit Judge 
available for assignment in lieu thereof, the 
Court, by operation of law, was adjourned over 
to its November Term. 


The Government regrets that the Case, in view 
of the foregoing, could not be taken up at the 
August Term of the Court as previously contemplated; 
and therefore, it has no alternative but to 


G. Edgar Vaughan, Esquire 


British Legation, Monrovia 




but to await tile November Term for a final disposi¬ 
tion of the matter. It will provide the witnessess 
who have returned from Freetown to Robertsport and 
to Monrovia, respectively, for the trial, with 
their legitimate expenses Incurred whilst travelling 
to and fro, and for their upkeep during their stay 
in Liberia. 

I desire to point out, however, the surprise 
of the Department at the statement made in your 
letter under reply in which you mentioned "the 
natural misgivings" of these witnessess "that Justice 
is not going to be done to them", in which misgivings 
ycu write, you also share. The Department hesitates 
to believe that these expressions or rather misgivings 
are based upon prejudiced feelings towards, and pre¬ 
conceived ideas about, the administration of Justice 
in the Courts of Liberia. The fact that the trial 
of a cause in which the interest of a foreigner is 
concerned has be n postponed to another Sitting of 
Court based upon grounds legally accepted and recog¬ 
nized by all civilised countries that have adopted 
the common law as a part of their legal Jurispru¬ 
dence, and of which Liberia is one, would seem not 
to justify a presumption on part of the Interested 
foreign national, and his representative, that 
Justice and fairplay will not be meted out to him. 

My Government, therefore, could not allow 
an outright accusation of unfairness and malad¬ 
ministration of justice made against its Courts 


to remain unchallenged and without registering 









3 


its exceptions thereto, when the grounds upon 
which such an accusation is founded do not 



Justify such a charge. 


























( 


1180/0.3/^6. 


BSITIJ.lt LiifGATlOM, 
MONROVIA, JUIB..UA. 

28th August, 1945* 




# 



Dear Mr,Kin&, 

I enclose a eopy of a lot tor j received 
yesterday from four natives of the protectorate of 
Sierra Leone, victims of the surf-boat accident 
at Hobertsport who are State witnesses in the cede 
for damages brought against the surf-boat owner by 
the Liberian State* These persons have carefully 
conplied with their obligations io appear in Court 
In August* I would remind you further that three 
other witnesses* also British subjects, namely, Messrs* 
Doherty, Leigh and Davies, recently arrived here from 
Freetown by boat in order to testify at Hobertaport 
before the end of the month, thereby complying with 
the earnest request of the Attorney-General as con¬ 
tained in your letter to me of June the 22nd* 

* 

Ae you will observe from the letter under 
reference, teat the Judge for the Fifth Judicial 
Circuit Court, Grand Gape Mount County, did not appear 
at the Court which, indeed he ordered the Sheriff of 
the County to adjourn* It seems that the next session 
will not be iteld until November* 

I am seriously perturbed at this state of affairs, 
for reasons which must be obvious, X not only take 
Into account the expense and inconvenience to which they 
have been put and the prospects of further expense and 
inconvenience, out also their natural misgivings that 
justice is not going to be done to them, which in view 
of what has happened X cannot help sharing* 

In these circumstances,I should be grateful if 
you Would favour me with the views of the Liberian 
Government on this incident, and inform me what steps 
they propose to take in the legitiraate interests of 

these British Subjects* 

# 

* 

Yours sincerely, 


(Sgd* ) G. Edgar Vaughan 


The Honourable C»T>0*£lng p 
Acting Secretary of State, 
Sepublic of Liberia, 

Department of State, 
Monrovia, Liberia* 



* 





1179/13/45 


AutTuet, 1945, 


-Oentlemen and Mada t 

I have received your letter of the 22n d 
August and immediately eaw the Acting Secretary 
of state about your plight* I expect to bo able 
to Inform you shortly what action the Liberian 
Government propose to take and in the meantime I 
should be grateful if you would provide me with 

(a) The name and address of the Lawyer 
Who ia acting on your behalf 

and (b) a full list of the losses sustained 

by you in the boat accident, as 
filed by you in Court. 

Will you please also provide me with your 
addresses in Sierra Leone, as none of you Seem to 
have any documents. 


I ana. 


Genaitmen and Mad&i, 
Your obedient Servant, 


^ G, EDGAR VAUGHAN 


Madam Kade 311a, 

Messrs* Momolu Fofana A or a, 


Chorgd d 1 Affaires. 


Monrovia, Liberia* 



/B 

en 7 










robewtspoht, 

GRAND CAPE MOUNT COUNTY, 
AUGUST 22, IS45. 

b 

Els Britannic Majesty’s Consul General 
of the He pul-lie of Liberia, 

Monrovia, Liberia, 

Sir: 


-he undersigned Subjects of His Britannic Majesty’s 

Government, presently r ©siding in the City of Roberta!ort. 

Grand Cape Mount, and Republic of Liberia, beg most reeact- 

fully to show to you the following to wit: - 

v 

1* That in the month of April of the present year, 

we embarked a surf-boat enroute for Monrovia, and 
very unfortunately, the said surf-boat capsized in 
the High seas, as e result (16) sixteen persona vere 
drowned, citizens and subjects of both Liberia and 
Hia Britanic Majesty’s Government, together with 
all of our personal effects and goods in transit to 
Monrovia, 

2, Immediately, an investigation was held by the County 
Attorney, for the County of Grand Cap® Lount, and the 
findings were for warded to the Honourable the Attorney 
General of Liberia for his information. He in turn 
instructed the County Attorney to prosecute the necess¬ 
ary persons who were then involved* Said matter was 
taken up during the May terra of the Fifth Judicial 
Circuit Court, but was not completed. We were required 
by the County Attorney to file bonds as witnessed to 
appear at the August Term of said court. And this we 
have done. But to our greatest surprise. His Honour the 
Resident Judge did not appear, 

3, And further, we have been suffering and are still suf¬ 
fering, and we cannot get any redress from the Govern¬ 
ment of Liberia thru its Court of Justice, due to the 
absence of His Honour the Assigned Judge for the Fifth 
Judicial Circuit for the County of Grand Cape Mount, 

4* Further, the losses sustained by some us amounts to 
over (£616ip0-^^ eight hundred and sixteen pounds; and 
we were ordered to bo present at the August Term of 
court, and we made all efforts to leave Bo, in the 
British protectorate of Sierra Leone time enough to 
be at Robertsport on or before the sitting of said 
terra of court, otherwise gur bonds were to be foreclosed! 

5. Had the Assigned Judge been present, perhaps we might 
have had redress, but he failed to appear, and has 
ordered the Sheriff of this County to*adjourn court 
SL^ DIK, thereby sustaining great losses as aforesaid. 


Wherefore, / 






- 2 - 

« • 

•Jfc r . » " * 

« ;V. 

Wherefore, as subjects of His Brittle Majesty's 

Government we are appeal ling to you to s ee to it that 
Justice he meted to us in the premises. 

And for this and any other relief’ in the premises, 
we most respectfully pray, 

— Sit-. Go . %. - it J. * l 

We have the honour to he f 

* 

< z 

I Slr * 

Your icost humble and respectful 
servants, 

Jtomolu ?ofana. X His mark 

Daoda Pofanna X His mark 

Mole-lal Banguia X His mark 

Kadte Sila X Her mark 


* 




* 



1 






Cape Mount Disaster 



) 




I saw Hr* King yesterday and told him I 
was seriously perturbed at what had happened in this 

4 ' - *'%*'■ 

case, and that I should have to make up my mind how 

to advise these witnesses who had carefully complied 

with the requirements of the Liberian Government 

who were prosecuting and now had been let down in thi 
Was I to 

manner. tell them to leave the country, and 

let the British Government prosecute their claim,in 
apparent 

view of the/irresponsibliity of the Judge? He asked 

me not to do this, and said he had already spoken to 

the President and told him I would be 

much concerned because of the British subjects,, ^and 

he said he would tell me privately that if I would 

write to him and ask for an explanation and some 

probably be 

assurances, he would/be / in a position to 

assure me that the trial would take place in November 

without fail, and that the Liberian Government might 

meet some of the expenses incurred to date by the 
witnesses* Itold him that that was all right as far 

as it went, but what about their expenses while 
waiting for the court to open in November; and did it 

not look as though some one was hoping to exhaust the 

patience of these claimants »o that 

give up the case in despair, and I coul 










— 


Cable address:— 


Britain, Monrovia, 



BRITISH LEGATION, 

MONROVIA, LfBERI 

WEST AFRICA. 


2 


not consider that the Liberian Government had no mm 


interest in seeing justice done. I told him I would 
write as he suggested» and withold final judgement 
until he replied/ 



i 




* t 

w 




t 




_ 













"am&Tj&M'i, 

OlLUil) OA&i MGUIIT cowry, 

AiJGU.iT ZZ, 1945 * 


Hia B*itunic Hate sty* a Consul Oanerai 

of thu Republic ef Lib«frin # 

Monrovia, hlberla* 


The undersigned Bubject* of His lb*! tunic Majesty 1 s 
Government, p^cnently residing in the City of 
tKimd Ca}?e Mount, and Republic of Liberia, beg most resent¬ 
fully te shew to you the fallowing te witi^ 

1. That in the month ef April of the present yea** 

we embargod a surf-beat entouta for uonroviu, and 
unfortunately* the said surf-beat capsisod in 
the High seas f ai a result (l6) sixteen person® we^e 
drowned* citizens and subject a ef both Idbe^in and 
His Britsnic Majesty 1 a Government* together with 
all of our personal effects and goods in transits to 
Monrovia* 

2* Immediately,"an lnveatignticn wnc held by the u aunty 

Attorney, fe« the County of Grand Capa Haunt* and the 
findings we^e forwarded to the done arable t.ie Attorney 
General of Iberia far hie inf elation* lie in turn 
instructed the County Attorney te prosecute the neces¬ 
sary pcr*>ns wne were tnea involved, Gaid matter was 
taken up during the May term af fhe ^ifth Judicial 
Circuit Cjurt, but was net oexpiated* ^e were required 
by the County /attorney to file bend3 as witnessed te 
appear at the August Tern ®f anid court* And this we 
have dene* But te our greatest surprise* His Honour the 
Resident Judge did net appear** 

3* And farther ( w have been suffering and s*e atiii suf¬ 
fering* and we cannot l|ot any r^j^a® from the Govern¬ 
ment of Liberia thru it* Court of justice, due te the 
absence of His Honoua the Assigned Judge for the Fiftn 
Judicial Circuit for the County of G-and Cape Mount* 

4* Further t the lasses sustained by seme ua amounts te 

eve^(j£di 6-0-0) eignt hux-id-ed and sixteen pound*; and 
we were j-derec to be pr M e.it at tha August Term of 
court, and #e made all efforts to leave ue, in the 
British ^otector * tc of sierra ^ecue ti<ie enough to 
ce at ‘’ebe^tsport on er before tha sitting of said 
term court* otherwise eur bonds were te be foreclosed. 




5. lied the Assigned Judge been y-eaont, pe-hMpu wo might 

iifcive nad -ed*e :.s t out he fulled te u x jpoA** # util hue 
'*»de~.?d t.ie ’ j Ao T *i ff if t.iis - juaty t« adjiu-u cuu-t 
gX-i- aXA, tAs^eby Buatuining g^o*t lJ.iscu »u 

..v.—efo-e, an subject* »f ,U» H^itaalc Majesty's awe^juent 

we ui'O appealling t? ysu to see %* it th*t Justice he meted te 

» 

ua in tiie p^ialsfli 

9 *** 

And tnis and any otho« 'wsllvf in tne >^emiaoe, 
wo ta^iat joetfuily jF*ay# 


Vo hayo tno hon^iu^ to fco. 


Yijk most hunvble and ’•eapectful 
ue ■^TAiitSf 







^ 11^7/13/46. 


British Legation, 


• IlotifoVla* Liberia, 

17th August, 1945, 

Dear Hr. King, 

With reference to your latter 1121 /DP 
of the 15th of August, 1 writs to say that it 
la my understanding, according to telegram 
I have receive a from the Acting Governor of 
Sierra Leone, that Uessre.ruherty, Leigh end 
Bevies will arrive at Robert sport before the 
end of August to testify. 

Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd,) G.Edgar Vaughan 

Tte Honourable c.'.r.0.i£in«. 

Acting Secretary of state, 

Department of State, 

Monrovia, Liberia, 
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TELEGRAM. 


■ 








Cypher 

Code G* T. C. 



Clear 

Front;- 


H# M. Charge d’Affaires, 
HC r.rovia 


To :— 


Governor* Sierra Leone. 


Despatched 17th# August, 1945. Rccc,ved 


My telegram No.61. Your telegram No 691. I shall 
inform Liberian authorities that these witnesses 
will arrive before the end of August. 

Charge d’Affaires. 






pjLViJ* Wi.ihKUH) 10<lS 55,000 13 Sorts) Til A.A E.W.Lid* Gp.fr&ft 
raeni) ma cj Sort*) 12/43 . * 























TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 

i 

Code G. T* C. 

Clear 

p rov/ ,_Acting Governor, 

Freetown. 


To:— h. Iff. Charge d'Affaires, 

Monrovia. 


Despatched 1620 13th. August. Rcceivl , d 1745 13th. August, 1945 


No. 


691 


13th. August, 1945. 


Iffy telegram No. 669. 

Doherty Leigh Davies unable to reach 


Robertsport by August loth. Grateful any assistance 
you can render in watching their interests. 

Acting Governor. 



ft 
(0 6 




l 


«*CEiVfi9 * ■ *_ * r ; i 



-i— -* 

fw* ^ ^ , rrT i ( 

(4051) Wt 389»!2l5 40.000 f2 iftts) 11/44 G.S.SI. Gp. 620, 
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TELEGRAM. 


Cypher 
Code 
Clear 
From :~ 


G • T • C . 

(Service indication PRIORITY ) 

H. If. Charge d'Affaires^ 0 *'— 
Monrovia. 


Governor, 

Freetown. 


Despatched 13th. August, 1945, Received 


No. 


(fil 


oi 


August 13th., 1945, 


■ IMPORTANT 
Your telegram No. 699. 

Trial cannot be adjourned, but if D. and L. can 
arrive before the end# of August they will be in time 

to testifyj otherwise the trial would have to be 

# 

4 

continued in the November term of court* I should 
prefer to see this avoided. Please telegraph prospects. 
v Charge d’Affaires. 



V* )(HV> kVkXlrt (» Somj ™ !‘* A.Sc B.W.Lld. Gp.bU 

ri£flll&) vVt.4S7lX U16 (3 Sort*) 12 
















1121/D.F. 


13th August, 1945 


Dear 1'r. Vaughan: 

I am transmitting herwith a 
coxy of a letter which the D-x»artment 


has just received from the Honourable the 


Attorney General in connection with the 
recuest made in your communication 
of the 8th instant, No. 1059/12/45. 



H. : 3..V. Charge d*Affaires, 


British Legation, MONROVIA. 



\ eu Ht 12 
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* hr. Secretary 

A" the criminal. Assize cf : the Circuit Cpuift . . . 

• ' ., 5rar. ^e-ftount £biih 

wmw*4i 'yr la« today: and sits from three consecutive 

’’weeks., at the end of rhlch no iury may he enpamvelUo, 

l f v ’•* tit not 09 possible tr 3idjoiij|p ‘fe* Qfrfi that 

YjCg 

Ag,jf tinder stand a : nifci^r of tjie other witnesses 
are already in Gape -cunt r my he. passible that the 

'. • , • 'yjiKt; ■ 

- 

It-Is posslbia for 1 ?$g'IT. *.Doherty rr\ T - 

fchVrs at the end j t ■■■ •- 1 ' ' ’ 1 ~ 

■ j z*t‘ 1 ■' f ■’ f v !§* rir ^jfS •^ 1 ■ 

tes 1 ny. .. 

« . 7> j*r A * » 

If. hor-ver it ~IU not be possible for th 
to~€pri it - I s v?uld appreciate ' le ad- 

fV -f , x*. u ~ k r #A’ * ^L* ^ ~r ' k t-i 

' 




3A 








' vised, in order that application, 6 s &de for cun- 

t {nuance to- the ensuinrr November Term of Court. 

'*». t - ‘' K r% ’ _. * '' K . t '. . . ^ * 






* ‘5 


Yours faithfully, 




vj.s. G. Abayor.t Cassell, 


C. ..bayocii Cassell' 
ATTOcI-EY CEGYM-.L OF LI^RlAv 


* 


£K 


The Honouratoe, 

The Actiny -Secretary of State of Liberia 




■ j§* 


Department of State, .'.tvnrov* -,. 
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lit':.. August* !-■ i. 



lour Ar, .ling. 

Could you possibly let Mh re a reply 
today about the request >f the two survivors of the 
surf-boat disaster, -essra Doherty and ^eigh, to have 
tne cate adjourned for one aonth, contained in ry 
latter of the uth* August? l should like to send of 

a reply to tne Acting lovornor, ar, they rust be gettin,. 
anxious. 

fours sinoorely, 

Sgd. G t Edgar Vaughan. 

Tho Honourable C, T. o. King, 

Acting Secretary of State, 
lopartaaent of state, 

Monrovia. 


% * 
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^ iO&y/ia/ 4 :v 


British Le^tloi}* 
EunroTio, Liberia, 
Sth August, 194C* 


Deur Ur.HiLg* 

The acting Governor of Sierra Leone 
has telegraphed to mo about the ease to be 
opened at Roberteport on August the 15th in 
which the owner of the surf-boat is being 
8aed for damage a on be naif of the r urvivors 
and victims of the eurjpboat accident at Cape 
Vouut aocic man the ago* 

» 

He ©ays that Messrs* Doherty and Leigh 

may be unable to reach liomrtaport by August 
the 13th owing to p a a sage difflcultinp and asks 
whether it would be possible to obtain an ad- 
jaurnnw-t for o03 nonth* 

Jould you be good enough to lot me know 
whether this is possible ? 



Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd*) Q*Edgar Vaughan 


The Honourable CVT* tuning. 

Acting leer* tary of State, 

bcparUTent of State» 

Monrovia, Liburla* 



d 








TELEGRAM. 


* 


Cypher 

Code T« C 

#■ 

Clear 

Fro ///•— Acting Governor, To: _ h. M. Charge d*Affaire Bf 

Freetown Monrovia, 


Despatched H20 7th, August, 


No. 


699 


699. 


of 


Received August, 1945 

Decoded 1900 do do. 


Your telegbam No. 55, Boat accident Cape Mount. 

Doherty and Leigh may be unable to reach Roberts- 
Angngt-<5ra. 

port by August 13th, owing to passage difficulties. 
Would it be possible to obtain adjournment for 
one month* 

Acting Governor, 



• R£0 N'> 


«PC©V§S 


t\ « 


(4U5I) Wt. 33&3fr11lS ^sortij 11/44 G.S.SC Cp, 620. 











G. T. C 


TELEGRAM. 








p _ H. . . Charge d*Affair c&o ;— 

Monrovia. 

* 

Despatched 30th * July, 1945. Received 


Governor Sierra 

i^eone. 


Xo. 


afV 


oi 


30th. July, 1945 


^ • 


ori-30 Your <533. 

l. Hearing cannot be transferred. 

No objection, mat: r il REF K amm but please note that 
sues were advanced u T, d e ”* Tit - ~ed "r^ti^h ■'ubje A * 
i *i Tu 1 tions '*nd were debited to you in Ey June 
quarterns accounts with the Foreign Office. 

Charge d'Affaires. 



DffiOj WtJOOM 1065 55,000 43 Son*} 7 jig A,* E.W.Ud, Gp.tfti 
2«US Wl427I&m5 ai.lMKJ Soft*) 13/M 



















Decode 

D. 

R. 

Code 


- Freetown 

— ->-700 ii 4t h. u uly t 1945 • 
= 1800 24th.July,1945. 


G. r.c. 


•I 


Ko.63i5, Your despatch 748/15 ^45 

June 30th. coat accident at Gape 
hount. 

DGHiiitil { and ilSIGH have been 
informed as requested* They request • 
however that the hearing of the case 
he transferred from Rohertspurt to 
Monrovia so that as British"subjects 
they may he in touch with you gratefu 
to know if this is possible. 

‘J. They would prefer to refund 
advances made direct to . uu after caa 
has been heard. Have you any objectios 

Acting Governor 
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748 / 13 / 46 * 
No•85* 


Sir, 


British Legation, 

Monrovia, 

30th Juno, 1940, 


Xn continuation of lay despatch Ho* 32 of 
the 22nd of June regarding the diameter at Gape 
Mount, 1 have now heard from Liberian Acting 
Secretary of State* that the Court will open on 
the 13th of August next in Roberta Fort and the 
Atlomey-Gencral, in the of the mating 

Secretary of State, ''atreaeea the advisability 
of the youn^on putt-aig in their appearances at 
the tine atutea above, their failure to uu which 
might terminate Xn the inability of the pro Elocu¬ 
tion tu successfully proaeoute the cases ut ureno 
Larceny, and negligence on part oi the Coition 
Carrier, and thereby preveat reimbursement to them 
for their leasee ^obtained, 1 

X shall, therefore, be grateful if y^u 
will communicate with Messrs# James V*Puherty f 
?Qvmy and Ohurlio in the aboVt; sense 

and tell thorn that, if It should prove urn necessary 
for them to cumo to Roberts Port on account of the 
case bolng nettled out of court, which actfus un¬ 
likely, I shall advise tneru by telegram sent through 
you* 

I have the iiouo ,r to be, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant* 

(8gd.) O.K&gar Vaughan 


the Acting uovernor of 
dierra Leone* 


RLE ft* 0 
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73(3/13/46.’ 


British Legation, 


Uonruria, 

29th June, l£4o. 

Sir, 

I have the honour to acVtnowledg© 
receipt of you.r despatch No* Id of the loth 
June informing me that you have assumed the 
temporary administration of the Government of 
the Colony of Sierra Leone am*, its Preteetorut 
* 

I nave th© honour to oe # 
dir, 

Your moat obedient Servant, 
(3gd.) G.Edgar Vaughan 


'l -0 .Kama ge f isqui, 0 *U * 0, # 

Acting Go /eniur, 

Government House* Freetown , 
dlerra Leone* 


; RU£ IXL (B 
! WQ. n: ? 3 ^ 










GOVERNMENT HOUSE, 
SIERRA LEONE. 


/> U 1June, 19 U 5 . 


Sir, 

I h&ve the honour to inform you that 
His Excellency the Governor, Sir Hubert 
Stevenson, K.C.H.G., 0.B.E., H.C., proceeded 
to England on leave of absence on the 3rd of 
,~ n ne tnd that I have assumed the temporary 
administration of the Government of the Colony 
of Sierra Leone and its Irotectorete. 



X have the honour to be, 

Sir, ] 

Your most obedient servant. 





ACTINq GOVERNOR. 

£ 


HIS MAJESTY'S 

CHARGE D'AFFAIRES** CONSUL GENERAL, 
BRITISH LEGATION, 

MONROVIA, LIBERIA. 
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S'jt'i. 1945 


Saar 3 ir t 

Further to rs.y letter o» the lath. Jun-^, 

I v.Tlte to tell you that 1 hav- riov heard rrom tiu 

* 

Acting Secretary of a tat© that tha Court trill bo 
convened at Robertsport on the 13 th* August f and 
tha Attorney-General etreaate the advisability o: 
you and your companions appearing at the Court on 
the day mentioned, as your failure to do so might 
result in the prosecution failing, and thereby 
make it im o&eibj.s for any compensation to be 
obtained for your losses# In the cireamst-nc^, 
you should t&ke step^ therefore to bo present,and 
should ther j be any development in tho meantime 
brought to my notice that would make your appear¬ 
ance unneco^bBary f I shall at onae coumuni cate i La 
you* 


1 am 


hoar bir 


James V* Doherty 

Monrovia* 


lour obedient Servant, 

G. Edgar Vaughan. 

II * L * Charge d t Affalr 3 s* 








June 22, 194b. 

Dear Mr. Vaughan: . 

In reply to your Note of June 18th, 

194b, relating to the natter of the recovery 
of compensation by the survivors for their 
losses sustained in the boat incident off 
Robertsport, I have just received word from 
the Attorney General that he accepts the assurances 
given by you in your Note under reply for their 
return to Robertsport for the case. 

The Court will convene on the 13th 
of August ensuing in Robertspost, end the 
Attorney General stresses the advisability of 
the youngmen putting in their appearances at the 
time stated above, their failure to do which 
might terminate in the inability of the prose¬ 
cution to successfully prosecute the cases of 
Grand Larceny, and negligence on part of the 
Common Carrier, '-nd thereby prevent reimburse¬ 
ment to them for their losses sustained.^ 



Monrovia. 

* 

J HLF No (3 | 

REG. Ni {~]<f I 

xr* I 
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7<n ^a/y4h 
No . I'L 


British ^.eg^tfon 


Lonrovia* 
22nd. June, 1946. 




Sir 


■ ith refer one e to my dee tut oh I. ? o* 19 of the 
9th, June, regarding the dilator of £ dupe Fount, 

I hare the honour to inform you that I hare issued 
'Jmeigenoy Certificates to the survivors, James 7. 
Doherty, Ton^y H. Leigh and Charlie -^avis, and th ->y 
expect to travel overland to Sierra Leone during tht 
next few days• They have boon instructed to apply 
to he Immigration Officer at the frontier for 
assistance in reaching Freetown* During their stay 
uere* 1 hivo made them the following advances: t."*S, 

:®n days subsistence at ten dollan s ct 3C.0C 
Purchasj of three i^aineoats ^4*0C 

Expenses on th© journey to the frontier 


4 1 fif t een dollar a eac 



It was not possible for them tofleave earlier, 
since Davis has been rick and 1 had to arrange for 
a Doctor to prescribe *f or him. Moreover* I load to 
find out from the Acting Secretary of State ho* 
their case for compensation was to be handled# ♦ I 
learn that the Attorney-General will try and induce 
the bout-owner to sy&ttle out of court* but if he 
fails, then the trial will be held in Lobertsport 
during the August Seasion. It may be necessary i or 
the three surrivers referred to above to return to 
Liberia to testify* but 1 have told the Acting 
secretary of State that i hope that can be vole ;d. 
At the same time* the three survivors have given 
me an undertaking in writing to return if they are 
required* and with this undertaking, I hope the 
authorities will waive the usual requirement that 
a bond must be entered for the witnessed appearance, 
I enclose the undertakings to rspay the sums I 
have advanced, and the dddreases .of the three men 
-re as follows: 


James V* ^oherty* 1 Jubilee *n, # Freetown- 
Tommy H* leigh, K Lilberfore© St* f 

Free- 

tow 

Charlie Davie, £7 ColdPStffset* Freetown, 


1 have the honour to be. 


Sir, 


His Excellency the 

Governor of ^ierra leone 


Your ■excellency 1 s most obedient Servant 
Sgd. G. Edgar Vaughan, 












• eae/i-At 


BBISItlji legation, 
MOKHOVIA. 

XHth Juna, 194 6, 


Dear it r. King* 


Referring to our conversation on the 14 th 


of June warding the victims of the boat disaster 
at (Jape Hount* I write to let you Know that, Messrs* 
James V*Doherty* Terror H*LQi^ and Gharife Davis 
have given me their undertaking in writing to return 
to Liberie in the event of their being required as 
withersca In the ease for oor^jonaation against the 
owner of the $urf~Doat* 


They are preparing to leave for Sierra Leone 


during the next few days and I trust that it will be 
in order for them to do so since they cannot remain 
here Indefinitely. I trust further that it will be 
possible to avoid their having to return here since 
it tmiet obviously be a considerable inconvenience to 
them to hove to make this journey again* 


1 ©hall toe happy to forward any ourmujii cation 


that the Liberian Authorities have to send them, but 
for the purposes of record* I give below their 
addresses s- 


* 


1 * Jair^o V*Doherty, 

1, Jubilee street* 
PRSSTOai! . 
Sierra Leone* 


8* Tormy h.L eigh* 

14 * bilberforce Street* 
PHU 

sierra Leona, 


3 * Gharlio Davis, 

27 , Gold street* 
gflSKTOW * 
Sierra Leone* 


Yours sincerely, 

(Sgd.) G.Bdgar Vaughan 


The Honourable G,T*0*King* 

Acting Secretary of State, 
Department of State* 


Hepublic of Liberia* 
Monrovia* 





i 











677/L3/4&. 


British Legation, 

Monrovia. 

18th June, 1945. 


Dear Dr, 3chnitzer, 

u- „v *?? b ® arHr of *hi. latter 

DaTia is a British 
subject from Sierra leone and a 
Jiotim of the surf-boat disaster 
at Cape Mount when a number of 
people lost their lives. 


e *ith his coii?panions 
about to return over-land to 
Sierra Leone but as he ia euifer- 

f eTer 1 bought perhaps 
it wc uia l> desirable for you to 
examine him and prescribe for 
aim so that he may be fit for the 

ateTcfini r 0 ) thlB lB a COT? ^e88ion- 
ate cfioe, x hope you would be 

aoie vo charge a tninlotuai fee. 

Thaniring you, 

fours sincerely, 

(Sgd,) G.Bdgar Vaughan 


Dr.A.Schnitzer, 
Monrovia. 


c Ut Nt IS 




► 










Monrovia 


ISth. June, 1945 


Dear Sir, 

U'e undertake to return to Liberia at our 
own expense in the event of our being required as 
witnesses in the case against Lir . Sherman for 
damages in connection with the boat disaster off 
Cape L'ount on the 20th, April, 1945, of which we 
were victims. Our addresses in Freetown are as 
foilowes 


J. V. Doherty: Z \ ec sl _, eeh Tv«t-ow^ 


Tommy H 



® v//y 


Charlie Daviss 


Yours faithful . 




H. L. Charge d'Affaires, 
British Legation, 
Monrovia * 




































































































































676/13/46 


18th June, 1946. 


Dear Sir, 

I hove had a conversation with the Acting 

secretary of State and he tells me that, should the 

proaeoutlon fail to settle the oase of ®ourt, i 

Say he necessary for you arm your companions to 

empear aa witnesses ot the trial in August. Vormi 11/ 

you woultio® required to enter a hand ior your 

yo>* wcuia " + . , .. j i >j_ waived, if you will each 

appearance out this will on waiv>- * ? win 

of you, give mo an assurance in writing that you ill 
present yourselves as witnesses if required. 

You should at the same time leave w ?- th , 

your addresses In Freetown so that you may ho communi¬ 
cated with if necessary, naturally you , 

to pay your own expenses hut. 1 understand these could 
be entered as coats in the event of the prosecution 
winning fcho oase* 

I should- he glad if you would let me know 
what arrangements you have made for leaving Liberia 
as Z cannot continue to pay advances as subsistence 
money indefinitely now that the formalities oonnsoted 
with the trial have been made clear to me. 


I am, Dear Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

(Sgd. ) O.Edgar Vaughan 


j. V. Doherty, Esq., 
Monrovia. 


Rut Pit /3 
Rfi& Kzi bis' 





CAES MOUNT DISASTER 


Mr, King told me yesterday that the suit for 
damages had had to he postponed until August because 
the District Attorney had not been able to prepare 
the case and needed the advice of the Attorney* 
General. I told him the three men wanted to get back 
at once to Sierra Leone, and I could not support them 
here indefinitely, so he said he would talk to the 
Attorney-General and see if the depositions could 
not be taken now. 



12th. June, 1945. 


No. (3 

RB3. No 

**CE!V«> p v jL. / 4r-. 


Mr. King told me on the 14th. June, that the 
prosecution would try and settle the case out of 
court, but if unsuccessful, the v;itnesses would 
probably have to appear. Normally, a bond should 
be entered, but if the Legation gave some sort of 
an assuraoce about Dougherty and Co. appearing the 
Attorney-General would be satisfied. 








566/13/45, 

J-!0# 1- 1 * 


BRI T I ill I L BO ATI OK t 
ISO I 10 VI A* 

9th June, 1945, 


91 r t 

B1 ’ ’ reference to cy Despatch No.17 of let 
June regarding the disaster at cape Uount, I liave 
the honour to inform you that the survivers James 
V*Doherty, Torony H.Leigh and Charlie Davie arrived in 
Monrovia thie morning and handed me the text of the 
j u ?f lont _i n th ® CQSe aaalnst the headman and 
* he Sur £~^ oat was lost, i enclose a copy 

KRSKiS* "" t ”'"=“ d *o *m m i*»mm 

They hava also supplied me with the list of 
..uryivore and dead passengers and I enclose a copy 
indicating the nationality of each person. They tell 
"® at tho f? 8 ® against the owner of the surf-boat 
fo condensation In not to eorae off until August and 
they hove brought with them a letter from the District 

* T9L 1. th .®4 ^ 1 t ° rn «y- G « n0 ^*1 and 1 shall ooamiiu- 
f“J 8 * lth t,ie Liberian Authorities next week on their 
mhslfj today being s Saturday, I find the Acting 
Secretary o- State and the At tomey-Ooner&l out of towi 

.«.« *i. ln tfl ° 1 ani paying to these three 

2JS2J- ? f • i « 00 u * 8 » par day each against their 
unfle rtatelng to repay and if I find this amount in- 

* •hell increase the allowance. I shall 
endeavour to repatriate them at the earlled possible 

“Ssft^i,* 11 * 4 y0U Wil1 Bpprove ** ax P en diture 


per sad. 


Ttiv other Burvivpra, I untier stands have dl&- 


I have the honour to be, 

Sir, 

Your BiMllency 1 s moat obedient Servant, 


(3gd, ) 9.Edgar Vaughan 


HIa Excellency, 

The Governor of Sierra Leone. 


Wif fo 

fe*. £s& 



* m 1 







REPUBLIC OP LIBUR1A 
Grand Capo Mount County* 


In the Circuit Court Tor the 
Fifth Judicial Circuit, Grand 
Cape Hount County, Bitting in 
Ite La . Division, Kay Tern, 

In the year of our Lord one 
thousand nine hundred and forty 
five U*Lu 1945)* 


Before Mia Honor T.Gyibll Collins, Judge Presiding -by- Assignment, 


Republic of Liberia, Plaintiff.) 

-tferaua- 

Teete Chea, Boat Headroan; C3bagblo; Sio; 

Tikpoo; Oiajo; Lena; Nyinkon; Jebo-Teah; ) 

and Bunu; .,.. ,,Defandiint, ) 


CRXMBl 


F1IUL JQjXteK^NT . 

At the call of the above entitled case for trial prosecution was 
represented by County Attorney George B,Caine, and the defendant not 
having any legal counsel bei ore court due to their alleged finaci* 1 
inability to retain one, and the court having ascortsiM examine-’ 

tion on the voir dire the properlty of giving than legal representative 
thereupon assigned defense counsel Isaac A,Ferry to defend said 
defendant in this suit, and they being duly arraigned upon the indic¬ 
tment prefered against them plead NOT GUILTYs whereupon a jury of 
twelve men were duly impanelled and ©worn to try the ismie thus joined 
by the plea of said defendants, Witnesses for the prosecution were 
thereafter udalifted and examined, cross-examined and rested; like-* 
wise the defendants* witnesses were sworn, examined, crosB-exor.lned 
and rested. 


The evidence adduced by the prosecution tends to show as follow*, 
to wit* (X) That the defendants took: 15 more passengers in the boat 
besides the 18 passengers and their luggages plus the 9 boat crews 
making 40 parsons in all, without exercising a degree of caution and 
care; (2) That said defendants acted negligently in drawing dp the 
boat sail when It slacked down at top of the mast; (3) That after said 
defendants, adjusted the boat nail, Teete Chea, one of said defendants 
in getting down jumped on the efg* of the leaning side of said boat 
and fell In the sea, and that his weight caused the boat to dip water 
anl to simultaneously capsize. 


The gist of defandante 1 evidence tends to ehow as follows, to wit 
(1) That ofdd boat was not overloaded although it had many persons in 
it whose number their evidence vary; (B) They deny acting negligently 
in drawing up the slacked sail, and alleged that a sudden blast of 
wind got In the sail while drawing up to block it which caused the 
passengers to lean more on the wrong side of the boat end it capsi¬ 
zed; (3) They also alleged that the force of the sudden blast caused 
some of them to fall into the sea. 

After evidence of this nature submitted to the jury, as well as 
argument of the attorneys pro at eon , the court charged said trial 
jury and they retired into their room of deliberation Whence they re¬ 
turned into court with a verdict of acquittal for eight (8) of the 
abovenamed defendants, which said verdict also contains a clause of 
conviction against defendant Teete Chea mre properly referred to 
ns the boat headman of chnrge of Manslaughter, 

by virtue of the Statue Law in such case made and 
provided, and by reason of the premises, IT IS iKkLBY AUJULOLI), that 
the abovenaj.ied Teete Chea, defendant is guilty of the erme LAHJi-AUGH 
TKjK, end being so guilty, he shall i prlsioned in the Comeon Jail lo 
dated in the Municipal District of ftobtirtsport, Grand Cape Mount County 












for the term of T’/O TiAi iU certain from the date of this judgement 
with hard labor* AHD IT is QGJEEED. 


01 ran tinder my hand in open court in the 
Municipal Diet riot of Hobertoport.Grand 
Gape Mount County* this Second day of 
June in the year of our Lord one thoueaid 
nine hundred and forty five (A*l>* 1946)* 


t f. Gblli UolU nn 

# T T* Gylbll Collina 

smimm resident judge* 

FIFTH JUDIGIAL OlttOUI?, 
MAY TERM* AA\ 1945. 


Certified copy of the original* 

Ugd.) ? 

Actg. Clerk of amid Court. 
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610 / 15/464 


Ko.ir. 


British Lo^ati on, 

-.onrovia* 

1st* June, 194b, 




Sir, 


% 


Vith rat ere nee to ry dee patch Vo* 16 the 19 th* 
Vay, regarding the disaster off Cape cunt, I have 
the honour to inform you that the reports I have now 
received from the department of ^tate and from the 
butch Company do not add to the information I have 
already sent you, except that I now have the name b 
of five people ‘ho were drowned, nax ely, James Taylor't 
7* S* luring; Peter Thomas; Charles Hoff -uiberianj; 

Bob ^illia:n8. There seems to he some doubt as to how 
r.any others were drowned* A man from Sierra ijone, 
called Francis Timothy, who was not a passenger on 
the surf-boat., out who had his effects on ooartf und 
lost teem all, told me teat amongst the survivors was 
one Fulla v;oman ana two children and on© imndlngo lm n, 
all from sierra leone* 

For your information, 1 enclose a copy of a letter 
addressed to the Pepartment of State by tho Attorney- 
General, on tne legal proceedings and tee prospects of 
compensation, I have sent the gist or tuib to the 
survivor ilr, James V* Lonerty, and while I shall do all 
X can to hasten tne holding of the trial, and to nexp 
tea British subjects with their elates, too muon 
should not be expected, not only because of the clov/« 
ness of communication wiCT Hob er tsper1 1 out also ^be¬ 
cause of tne dilatory nature of lioerlan Justice* Lore 
over, the owner of the boat is belioved to be a man of 
some influence. 

— - I have the honour to be 

Sir* 

four Lxcellency*s most obedient Servant, 


Sgd, G* Sdgar Vaughan* 


Hie excellency, 

The Governor of bierra ^eone. 





29th, 2ay, 1345. 



Lx, 


Dear Sir, 

Further to my letter of the 19th. Lay, I 
writ 3 to cay that the information I have received. 
t i om the Department of State does not add to my 
previous knowledge of the facts, out it does enable 
me to reply to the questions you put to me. 

The opinion of the legal advisers of the 
Liberian Government is that under Liberian Crim¬ 
inal Statutes the headman and the crew of the boat 
are liable upon a charge of manslaughter. In crim¬ 
inal trials of the nature of manslaughter, the 
Government's Attorneys represent the interest of 
both the public and the private prosecutors, so that 
it is not at all necessary for you to be represented 
by other counsel, unless you so desire, in which case 
you and the other passengers would have to male your 
own arrangements. 

In regard to the matter of compensation, 
if the crime of negligence is proven, the penalty 
would be imposed upon the owner of the boat of 
a Tint and of restoring the value; of the losses 
sustained by the passengers. The criminal prosecut¬ 
ion by the Government'a Attorneys would not serve 
ae a bar to any civil action the p^ssen t> ers or their 
relatives might wish to institute, but there again 
tl.;y would have to take tnoir own arrangements. 

Steps are being taken for the trial to 
take place before the present sitting of the Circuit 
Court for the Fifth Judicial Circuit, Grand Cape 
,-ount County, and I should be glad if you and the 
other British subjects concerned would in your own 
Interests co-operate with the Liberian Government's 
lawyers in order to bring about an early settlement, 
as the evidence you can give will be of importance to 
the prosecution, and the prospects of your obtaining 
due compensation may well depend upon the proper 
presentation of the case for the prosecution, 

I am , 

bear Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 

G, Sdgar Vaughan. 

H. H. Charge d'Affaires. 


! FfLt N& n 

■ R$Q. No w 


J. V. holier ty 



British legation. 


ILonrovia. 

29 th. Lay, 194b* 


13/45 

Dear Jr* King, 

I am most grateful for your Lot© 75^/BF 
of the 25th* Jay, transmitting the answers of the 
Attorney-General to a number of questions that i 
had put to you. I shall communicate with the Bi'ititth 
survivors in the sense desired and X am happy to sea 
that their interests aro to be attended to expedit¬ 
iously. i should be glad if 1 might be informed on 
. iiat cate it is expected that the trial will open, 
as I should, at tho same time like to give the persons 
concerned tnat information, so th^t they will know 
hotv much longer they will have to wait. 

with renewed thanks ff 

fours sincerely, 

1he Honourable G. T. Q. king, G * 3dgar Vaughan. 

% 

Acting Sacretarj of Stite, 


Id 03 CRO VIA 






< 


FILE No. 

;b I 

REG. No, 
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Kr. Charge d'Affaires: 

I liave the honour, further to my letter to 
you on the subject of the boat incident off Robertsport 
a couple of weeks ago, when a few members of a band corps 
of musicians ffom Freetown, subjects of your Majesty’s 
-Jovemment, on their way to Monrovia, lost their lives, 
to forward you copy of the Attorney Jeneral's answers to 


the queries propounded in your despatch of the 21st idem 
No. 13/45. 

- have the honour further to refer with emphasis 
to the last paragraph of the copy of the letter of the 
Attorney teneralVand particularly to his suggestion that 
the survivors of British Nationality (Subjects) would lend 
full co-operation and support to the Prosecution's efforts 
to brir.; about an early termination of this matter. 

>ie pleased to accept, Mr. Charge d'Affaires, the 



renewed assurance of 


teem. 


>J» Ed ar Vaughan, Esquire, 

ills Britannic Kajesty'3 Char e d'Affaires a.i., 
British Legation, Monrovia. 
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• - Secretary: 

I hav r achnowledHEcnt your letter 711/L [ 

of 25fcl i3»y, 1745. 

itlense receive ipy 1 reply ;to the several queries 
contained trie rein below. ■ 

.b- ,-,-;;r • j:. " • a - : ; ; i-#£L- !; 

'^eferenc* to the first paragraph of the 1 -tier 

of 1&r. Jane 9 * Poherty addressed to. the -’ritirh GhrsMl 


at HonroHa nk$*a anlstantfvcl^ the facts about the dapsi- 
c. boat", . 

fhe only addition that 1 v^fUt tiahe to it, after 
examination of the records so far taken, woulcV.be that 




"he ‘oat was, nine over ed. 








Aocotxlirvt to tay understanding of rrur Criminal 

r "<•«“ . - *-* *1 rj » •* - V- <r •- A'»~L''?■*■■" ■ : •* •; 

Statutes the hefidnan and crew of tha boat are liable upon 




a char ge of pflhalauditor. 

Steps beipg taTren durir. 5 tile prei 

of the Circuit Court for lie Fifth IndiaiCi Circuit, brand 


Cape mount County* to so charge and try then. 
^ In 












criminal trials of the nature of loan slaughter 

* 1 a. T 5 . . • 

tovemiaent’s Attorneys represents the interest of r>o th idie ph 

■ 

; 

at all necessary for tjio passengers, private prosecutors 
in this oasa, to represented y rUier counsel ; unices 

fhey so desire, in which ease the;* npfco their ovan nr^n 

Jt 

r;ent: « 1 

Coiapennation fpr loss of property jLn such in- 

atencea are no cl* by the eotoon carrier. Ace or^dis* iif inter '" 1 

. ' . . i - i 

irioh carri 3 liable 1 o bo held I 

to anov/ir to the crime of no-licence of Cqmraoti Carrier. 

b-- bvT/ if ^"yP j>nCi v * b*- ^ *•*. ». .» .. t 5 

fhe penalty for which is restitution to the owners of all 




1 -4 - •• ,,+ 


■r • - -3 •oo" or damaged and. 0 fine. In suoh oiro\u&tances # 

it, > ' _ t»> ^ « .- • \J-1- • ** fT!Sl\ •»; •• •* ■ , rv -*7v if. i- .^* 4 . 
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all losses a adjudicated and tmi &t be pale* 

Prosecution is both r instiinifed a-ulnst the 

«> r * * * ■*" ' i" ' * ' : * ' * S' -W >1 * - *' ’ t,t ~£ '* V f -'J 

ov.-rser 5 surf boat, and it is expoetea that the 
losses sustained will be ayily compensated. 

Rio above criminal prosecution serves as- no; bar 

ku -rtt i F !» “ v- ?' - *wc~ •■ r^r- > r, 4 " B ’ * * ST. - «Jr 3 1 Jj • ,> » •. v * 

to any civil action "he passon yors or their relatives nny 
like to institute„ .yifcw**- r ttV V Y -■ ‘ i-L' 

if r 4 - 4 ». ^ f/V w v • * \ 1 " ’■& ^4 

».*> fc - * . * . ? cry « * 

• isi4eriau numbered liritisft Subjects who 
died as well as who Sibrv^Ved* stops Mye been taken to faci¬ 
litate the*,immediate at edition to their inters-s in order 
to enable then to return to heir 1 honea as quickly as possible. ^ 
I wotild tliarik you to rbquest^Kis drttannic 
ilajeSty’s Charge G 'Affaires to conmmiea ~a with its ‘oven- 

■ j., '**• r . 

ment f s r sub jects 1 waived to tive full cooperation and sup¬ 
port to this Government's efforts to briny about an early termina¬ 
tion of this matter, as we have been informed that sorj| of 
the survivors, rmont our best witnesses, Imve left dope rbunt 
for Monrovia and Sierra Leone, which may result In unnecessary 
delays and inconvenience in the prompt despatch of these 
matters. ^ 


u '■ 


'b 


'fv\ ‘ 

e > * 


1 have the honour to be, 
Hr. Secretary, 

Your obedient servant, 


w.-s. 0. Abayoni Cassell 
C. Abayomi Cassell 

kmmm dHTTKmi or :a. 


fhe Honourable, 

ilie \etiny Secretary of State, L*, 
Department of State t 
MOKhDVlA* 
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23rd* Lay, 1945* 



Bear Sir, 


I have been advised, to write to you 
to obtain some information about trie boat 
disaster, that happened on the 20th* April 
off Gape Mount.when a number of persons 
from Sierra Leone were drowned* 1 am anxious 
to know how ms cy people were drowned in all, 
and how many of these came from Sierra Leone* 
If it is at all possible to give me the names 
and home addresses of the Sierra Leone folk 
H'ho lost their Livoo, I should be most grate¬ 
ful, and 1 should also like to have the same 
information ab^ut the British subjects amongst 
the survivors* Ihe authorities in Sierra 
Leone are anxious to have complete information 
so I do hope that you will be able to help 
me with the partiouiars required. 

Thanking you, 

* 

1 am, 

Lear Sir, 

four obedient Servant, 


Sgd* G* Edgar Vaughan. 

H* k* Charge affaires* 

R. A* Sherman Esq,, 

Robertsport• 









r 




/ 


) 








4 


V r 


r 



;• 


V 


British legation, 

i 

Monrovia* 

/ 

• ^ay» 194J), • 

Bear Lr. ran Be, 

Yhank you for your 
letter of the 22nd, iky, about 
the boat disaster off Little 
Cape ijount. I shall write to 

t < 

jut* R. A. Sherman, as you 




suggest. 


YourB sincerely, 





Sgd. G. Edgar Vaughan. 

D* ran Be Esq*, 

* 

Oost- Afrikaansche 

Cocip&gnie, 

Monrovia. 








OOST-A RIKAANSCHE 


P BRANCHES 
MONROVIA 
GRAND BASS A 
RIVER CESS 
SINCE 

CARE PALMAS 
GRAND CAPE MOUNT 


* 


COMPAGNIE 


LIBERIA, WEST AFRICA 


CASLE ADDRESS: 
JUPITER--MONROVIA 


AGENT* FORI 

HOLLA N O'WEST -AFRICA LiNE 
HOLLAND AMERICA LINE 
BANK OF MONROVIA INC. 


Codes UbcOs 

A, 3, C ( 4TH, 3th & 6th EO 
BENTLEY 


Monrovia, May 22, 


19 


45 


Mr. G. Edgar Vaughan 
H.B.M. Charge d'Affaires 
British Legation 
Monrovia 


Dear Sir: 

Reference your letter of May 14, Ho, 526/13/45, we received 
the following information from our Cape Mount branchj 

1. The surfboat in question, belonging to Mr. R, A. Sherman, 
capsized off Little Cape Mount. 

2. Our branch, on hearing of the disaster, despatched a boat 
to save as many lives as possible. 

3. The amount re drowning of passengers varies from four to 
sixteen persons. 

4. A Collection was lifted at Cape Mount to buy clothes, etc* 
for the Sierra Leone boys. The boys rescued were six or seven 
in all, but their present whereabouts are unknown. 

5. Our Cape Mount branch advises that to obtain further 
information you should get in touch with Mr. R. A. Sherman. 

Trusting that the above information will be of some help to 


you. 



Very truly yours, 


vE/mdJ 





> 
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Francis Timothy, 


* 

An i"bu from Sierra Leone, who was not a survivor 
of the disaster, but lost his effects, oecause he 
sent them on the surf-boat* He refused to sail 
oecause he felt the boat was not safe. He is a 
watbh-repairer by trade and also menos typewriters 
He has come from Cape Lount overload 
He states that hd wixl return next weei to Free¬ 
town, and we have today issued him with an 

9 

emergency certificate. Ke had a travel certificate 

* 

but it was lost with his effects. 

He said that amongst cue survivoru inere are 

one woman with two children, who are Fulas and 
one Lfendingo man, all from Sierra Leone, 


G. E. V 


21st. Kay, 1945 
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I HfC*tiVte& 

Dear Mr. TOtTWrasr? 


• i > 


May 31, p045. 

2 I * 


In reply to your letters ol' the 4th and 
21st liny last respectively,making inquiries 
of the boat accident off Robertsport which re¬ 
sulted in the lose or the lives of some o: the 
members or tne band or musicians from Freetown 
on their way to Monrovia via Robertsport in a 
surfboat, the information which I have received 
touching those isfoo were drowned reveals the 
following named persons ns having lost their 
lives to wit: 

James Taylor 
T. S, During 
Peter Thomas 
Charles Hoff (Liberian) 

Rob Williams 


The Department of Justice has already insti¬ 
tuted an Invest 1~atlon into the cause which led 

ble 

to this laments/ accident ana, i understand, pro¬ 
ceedings have been entered In the Circuit Court at 


Cape Mount against those who ha"e been charged 
v.ith culpable negligence, i shall be pleased to 


forward you transcript of the record if the in¬ 


vestigation in the very near future. 


G. Edger Vaughan, Esquire 

British Charge d'Affaires A I 
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Consul General 

British Legation, Mon i|vlFP K,Vte ***7%^ for 

*' , "**~*— - ~rn .. _ 


* JM* 
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In respect or your query as to tile steps 
which are being taken to arrange the repatria¬ 
tion or the survivors who were British Subjects, 
namely: 

James V. Doherty 
Tommy H. Leigh 
Charlie Davis 
Michael Morris 

It would appear that as the band or musicians 
were traveljing in their private capacity and 
upon a privately owned craft, this Government 
would have no responsibility l‘or the repatriation 
of the survivors except in the instance where 
there was not a representative of their Government 
In Liberia. It Is understood however, that fair 
treatment by the community with respect to their 
lodging, boarding,medicoi aid and clothing have 
been supplied to then. 

',71th respect to your further inquiries as 
to now claims for compensation are to be presented 
and vhat form the legal proceedings against the 
Captain and crew are likely to take; also as to 
whether the passengers would be represented by 
Counsels In these proceedings, and if not, how 
such representation can be arranged, I am referring 
these phases of the matter to the Department of 
Justice and will communicate with you such informa¬ 
tion as thatDepartment will submit. 

The Department will do all it possibly can 
towards an expeditious legal trial of^dhTth' matter. 







} 


13/4t. 

ittuJsi ct Keii?/ av rvivruj osi 
. ;>£t'*0.* -s-veit r 


British Legation, 
Monrovia* 

Slat, lay, 1945. 

easic:! rleh* ci elcfleeoq er noon £*■ 


f e^ve.* ni 


Dear IXr, King, 


B a 111 w uvV 


\£trt %2ns{ 


l * 


I would refer to my letter of the 4 th, 


Sil\f T*$X 


— ft!? r> 


■v r 


May , T abou - the^Boat accident off Eoberisport, to which 

/' *■ f ■>', n-r ' * n*. <. r- «,y " V ^ * 4 Oil^X'X' Tf** f ij ^ r% > '-j*»**• 

1 have not yet received a reply. I have now had a tele- 

■» r ' f v - ”, - , > • **. •■■-'# -| ■ ’ J p. -t - *-,!“■ jj j ! h- 

gram from Hie Excellency the Governor of Sierra -jeono 

'» r ( ^ + ft:* - * ■*• ■- r -*« ~S* ^ •_* ’■* r~ ff I ■— i - 

asking for pxrfimilkrs or the occurrence, and I would 

ffvoi,t f? ro r t' r scroU er ■ ’ xIl bevies-^ *i & vr r * 1 

therefore urge that I might Wo given all the inform** 

£$ *1 r* ^ J V • . ’ 4 

ation you have forthwith. 


o rfft 


’ ' At the same time I would at'-te that X 


4 hav:i received 4 further letter from one of the surviv¬ 
ors , Is* Doherty, and I would like to enquire on their 
behalf and on behalf of the relatives of tho drowned 
passengers hov; claims for compensation should be pre¬ 
sented, and exactly wirnt form the legal proceedings 
against the Captain and crew are likely to take* Would 
^ you also let me know if the passengers will be repre¬ 

sented by Counsel in these proceedings, and if not 
how such representation can be arranged, I need hardly 

eay in conclusion, that I hope the court enquiry will 
The Honourable C* !* 0. -vlng, bo held/ 

Acting Secretary of State, 

Monrovia* 


nuN» 

tl 1 


1 


i 
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promptly, ae some of the Burviva rs wish to return 
as soon ae possible to their homes in Sierra leone, 

I am sure you will realise that apart from my intereet 
in -protecting any claims these British subjects may 
have, I am concerned with their welfare, and after the 
dreadful experience they have been through they will 
wish to return to their own folks as quickly as poss¬ 
ible, and from m hmfcmifch Fr r, nwmmrmm rm± the telegram that 
1 have received from the Governor at Freetown it is 
obvious that the relatives are getting anxious* 

Yours sincerely, 

. Sgd* G* Edgar Vaughan* 


v 





t 








British Legation, 
Monrovia. 

1&th. May, 1^45. 

N®, 16 . 

544/13A5* 

Sir, 

With' reference to ray telegram Ho* 2 9 of 


today's date regarding the recent boat accident, 
when a number of people from Sierra Leone were 
drowned, I have the honour to enclose a copy of 
a statement made at this Legation on the 17 th* 


Hay, by one of the survivors, Albert Walter 
MAHHING, who was allowed to come to Monrovia for 
a brief visit to see his sick mother* This state¬ 
ment will supplement tho account given in my 
telegram under reference. 

X have been pressing the Department of State 
for a report for some time, and I am also urging 
that the court enquiry be held promptly* I am in 
correspondence with the survivors about repatri¬ 


ation and the issue of travel documents, and I 
have asked the Dutch Company to obtain a report 
from their agent at Robertsport- 


His Excellency, 

The Governor of Sierra 
Leone* 


I have the honour to be. 

Sir, 

Your Excellency's GbedientServant, 


jfgd. a# Edgar Vaughan. 
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To tfe governor of 

:'rr^ Leone. 

/ 

I*o. 2$ of Ifl*. ?>.y, 
1 045. 


3". > 


Your 467. 

✓ v 

I have, not yet received any official 

„ J /* -* 

report, “but I understand that the Burr hoa.t 

s V s 

capsized five hours after leaving Boberts- 

✓ ✓ * v/ 

port on April 20th* as a result of over- 

j v / ^ 

loading and faulty handling of sail. Cut of 

total " 1' "sr-'A^ w?re craned r wfcor 

^ ^ ^ ^ 

14 cane* from Freetown* 5 °f the drowned bei^g 

members.of n dance band* I am sending you 

1/ ^ 

111 , in#^i statement made by survivor, Albert 

✓ , $Cl 
Waiter 7r anning* Other survivors of mmm banc 

V y *" , r r 

are James Doherty , Tommy Lee, yiGhael Morris, 
and Charlie Davis, The authorities seem to 

1 / y \/ 

be oaring for them satisfactorily, but they 

y/ 'S v? ^ y* 

may not leave until court enauiry has been 

^ who were all ftrtvod ^ / 

held. The captain and crew/are accused of gross 

v/ ^ / 

negligence and stealing effects tifen of 

V* 

oasBenge ra that were washe d asho re * * w 111 

V v- 

send further particulars as soon as possible* 


Charge & 1 Affaires * 


WLf H* /s 

$8® . 
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T 3 I 3 GRAM 


Prom the Governor of Sierra Leone. 

To H„ If. Charge d*Affaires, Monrovia. 
Sent 160b idtn, May, 1945. 

Received 1800 isth. May, i 945 


467 • 

Grateful if I may oe furnished witn such 

' > # 

particulars as are xnown oi recent uuat 

I 

accident "between Cape Mount and Monrovia 
in which some Sierra Lennians were drowned. 


Understand matter is sub judice but relatives 

4 

of all concerned anxious for authoritative 
news. 

Governor. 


t F1L£ M 
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iZr. Jamas V, Doherty 







c. z JiiiJ 4 :{?£] v . <*n«‘"r r! , 

1 , **taexTpo 1945# 

m gs - ' i -»ri * 

11k~c*/ tr: i l :o: 


;xj 


i. . : bear 54 xcl 


17 r, •■' *- 


r-:-e^o o Jo: 





I have received your letter of the 12th, 

t 

Ziay, and in reply would tell you that I have now 

* 

sent a report to the Governor of Sierra Leone on 

* 

the disaster, giving such information as has reach¬ 


ed me, hut I have not yet received any official 

* 

report from the Liherian authorities. As soon as 


I receive this report, I will write to you again 

and deal with the questions that you raise about 

% 

your claims for Iobsqs, I shall be pleased to 


iSBist in the matter of the repatriation of the 


L* % 

British survivors, if my help is required, and to 

4 

issue such travel documents as may be necessary, 


but I must first have the full names and addresses 


of all of them, who wish to return to Sierra Leone, 

» 

I am asking the Department of State to use its 




good offices to have the judicial enquiry take 


place as soon as possible. 









I appreciate 
Victory over 
such a great 
selves in tne distressing situation, that 

you have descrioed to me, 

I am, 

Sir, 

Your obedient Servant, 
sgd. G. Edgar Vaugnan. 

n. M. Change affaires. 


m 

your congratulations on th 
Germany, and am Borry that on 
occasion you should find your 
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REPORT BY ALBERT WALTER MANNING, ft? 
one of the survivors of the boat 
disaster at Cape Mount on 20th. 

April, 1945. 


i>*y name is Albert Walter Manning, I was bom in 
Freetown and was the bearer of a British Passport 
which was lost in the disaster.I cannot remember 
the number of the passport. 

Ten boys from Sierra Leone who had formed a dance 
band decided to spend their holidays in Liberia 
where many of them had relatives. We left Sulima 

boat and arrived at Roberstport. On Friday 
20th.April we left Robertsport in a surf-boat be- 
longing to a Mr. Sharman.a Liberian of Robertsport. 
Whilst the boat was alongside the Customs Wharf at 
Robertsport Mr. Sharman told the captain of the 
boat not to take anymore passengers,who then numb¬ 
ered 18. This with the nine crew of the boat made 
27 people on boand. ^othvri the tan ding Mr. Sharman* e 
r instructions the captain of the boat picked up near 
~~ sand-bar another 4 people; then at Bassa Com- 

JLJlHEK** he picked up Mother min and his wife. ?Se 
' boat was over-loaded. When the boat got to sea, the 
weather was calm and there was little wind. The sal 
was hoisted but the boat made little progess. one o 
the passengers,a Mr. Mozo spoke to the Captain and 
suggested he should be careful as there were women 
and children in the boat. About 2pm. five hours af- 
ter leaving Roberstport,the sail was ©gain hoisted 
the crew standing on the lee side of the boat. As 

® s * he + Sail was up it was caught by the wind 
a the boat capsized. Everybody was thrown into th< 
water, come women and children were drowned immed- 

i®:,? along wl J h 8cme male passengers. Five boys 
* he dance band were lost. The other passengers 

811 ^ trunks and boxea,anything 
that would float,and managed to reach the shore. 

On shore the captain and the crew who were all saved 
openMthe boxes which had come ashore and stole the 

t0 . Robert sport to aak for a reacue 
boat t0 te 8ent ou ‘* The survivors were taken to the 


* 






house of Mr* Shannon,where they were kindly 
treated* 

The Superintendent at Cjpe Mount, Mr* Jones, 
told us there was to he an investigation o^^the 
disaster as gross carelessness in the hand^pig of 
the boat was alleged, and that we must stay in 
Robertsport until after the case had been tried. 

As my mother is very sick I obtained permission 
to come to Monrovia on the under standing I would 
return on Friday first. I came from Robertsport 
by 0.A. C. surf-boat and I will return in the same. 

We have been fed by the authorities and the 
food is sufficient if not too plentiful. We have 
been given clothes by friends in Robertsport. 

The names of the survivors of hhe dance 
band are;- 


James Doherty 
Tommy Lee 
Michael Morris 
Charlie Davis 
Albdrt Walter Manning. 


The two first named wish to return to Freetown 
as soon as possible. * , ' 

The boat which was lost was in bad condition 
with rotten planks etc. 



m 






IS RANCHES 

Monrovia 
GRAND BA^SA 
RIVER CE5S 
BINDS 

CAPE PALMAS 
GRAND CAPE MOUNT 


v ®< 2 T'§f-AFRIKAANS CHE 
-COMPAGNIE- 

LIBERIA, WEST AFRICA 

AGENTS TOVi: 

HOLLAND - WEST - AFRICA LINE 
HOLLAND-AMERICA LINE 
BANK OF MONROVIA INC. 


Cable Address; 
JUPITER*-MONROVIA 


COD&S USEDl 

A. B, C. 4th. 5th * ETH 60- 
BENTLEY 


Monrovia, May 14, I9 45, 


;*j m -3® 

Mr* G* Edgar Vaughan, 

H#B*M* Charge d 1 Affaires, 

British Legation, 

Monrovia, 


Dear Sir: 

Reference your letter of even date re the disaster at 
Cape Mount, we are forwarding the copy of your letter 
to our Cape Mount branch and as soon as we receive new^| 
froiri that end we will advise you* / / 



Very truly yours/ 

wo I 



PRINTED IH U.f, A. 














t 


Hw.Consul General 
MONROVIA 



James- V. Doherty 
c/o Eon Sherman 
Roberts Port 

Gratod Case Mount County 
12. 5- 45 




Sir, 

I have the honour most respectfully to acknowledge receipt 
of your letter ref;453/13/45 of the 4th insts I am elad to learn 

a 

that you have taken the matter up with the Statefeui Dept, and 
that you will inform the Sierra Leone Government at your earliest. 

I to Inform you that we(the Survivors) have been detained 
by the Authorities to await the reopening of the Circuit Court 
for the trial of the Boat Crews, after which w e shall be sent 
hone;but how and by what route or means, I cannot now tell. 

According to your findings after perusal of the copies of 
investigation held here,:- Are we to put in claiEs for our 
-*■' here in Roberts Port or at Monrovia? _ Are cases of such 




& 6 r - v ity trie' in the Circuit Court of a County or conducted 
>ln the Court In Monrovia? - Will any steps be taken 

to pacify and or satisfy the surviving relatives of the deceased? 



Yours o 


1 am , 
Sir 


0 c . , ^f.^bherty 

h-wi eaPnt an ^ •^^satisfaction that the Germans 

ShTf h S ^r dered ^onditiprfally to the Allied Armies, for 
which please accept our sincere congratulations. It is indeed 

regretable that we should be.out of home on sucb a srreat 
occasion. ‘ - 4 s 


mm 


'’’tl Wo. 


% 


;v>*i 


t* 
*2 < 


r"ofetv® 


*7V' 










b A*f . ■ V » 


ritltih negation, 
fonrovi..,Liberia, 
14-L.. .ft?,. 9-ifc. 


«ar Mr. T, un :o, 

?hcrc nre nt Hoborteport a 
liunbfip of 8\;!*vivo 1*0 of n selling vessel that 
capsized about ;:Oth, April. Arongst then are 
n nirbor of T-itinh subjects from yierr® 

Leonct. Mown of ‘he disaster did riot coach e 
,m*il a fortnight later, and though 1 have 
asked the Utflte Deportaent for information 
1 hcve so far had no reply. 

I am writing,therefore,to 
if ou ran help r e, for 2 wish to leant 
who the ;• rxtieh survivors are r.nd thtir hone 
Sddreanea, whether they e being properly 
cnrod for end whether they vmh to be reput- 
r.nted .r no*.. 

Aeiuiigst the survivors is a 
person called Albert hunt fcon .iierra Leone 
- whether a British subject or not, ± cannot 
any. tty cook,Robert f nno, tells ite he xe a 
brother imd wishes to suna hau O Acll-ra if 
.he n ede food sM clothes, if pou an a rrange 
foe this iiriount to Ixj paid over,I Hill *iee that 
n -ef nd is nade to you here. 

7,'j.th cany thnnks, 

ft 

■Yours sincerely. 


(Sgd.) G.Kdgar Vaughan 

|V. Van 

V ¥ 

Manager of Messrs O.A.C,, 



lonrovir, 









4 


ft 
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tish Legation, 
Monrovia* 

May, 1945* 


13 /469 


/ *< 




*^isV »«is 


bear Sir, 

Your letter of the T^th* 
April reached rae today, being the 
first nevrs I haa had of the dis¬ 
aster, and 1 have lost no time in 
acting the State department for 
a report on the michap, so thst 
I ;aay inform the Government of 
Sierra -eone and see that the 
interests of the British subjects 
concerned ar«s properly safeguard— 
ed*I am glad to see from your 
letter that you have been well 
cared for, and also that news of 
the catastrophe was sent to Free¬ 
town through the Lj berian Consul 
there. You do not say what steps 
artf being taken to repatriate 
those British survivors who wish 
to return to their place of origin, 
ana I should be glad to hear fro . 
you about this, and whether I can 
assist in any way* 

“ay I inconclusion 
express my sympathy with you and 
you fellow survivors for the losses 
you have suffered, and especially 
for the tragic less of life of 
r.o mopy i y *tj . 

I am, bear Sir, 

A * Your obedient 
Servant, H.M. Consul 








6/469 



Dear Hr. King, 


N* a %^ 


British 1 rji?),tion f 


.' onro^ in. 



th. j,’ay. 1945. 


y 


y 


received fror. 


I enclose a copy of « letter Ifcavetodav 

A h „ nri _ f , _ a Hr. James V. Doherty, member of 
u Dana oi musicians rro '\ ^rnpi n^r v h _ 

Oft- tu eo«st of li 0 y 8on.^?%W r 8 

lives. uhe survivors are at mrts ,cvt, and 1 JL 

flsu to Me fron qy Informant's letter that hev 
have ooan Bell loo cod after. 1 rust 2 

Contiaernblu surprise that Mi™L& “ ?rS88 

T® frf of fioial Liberian oourcer rbout 

sna C , 1 ‘ iora : ’ r l liuh took l*»a» « fortnight 
f" 3 ,.. 1 " vi ®” °f the terns Of Mr* Boherty’s letter 
in v.nich uc alleges nsyll pence on thp >,* ^ * 

S2 4th ' He of the passenger's' 9 

boys, I shall b^glid if^ou^il^iet^ ,*!!* boat 

« *•» J.rU t m. 

moment, ~o that I may see to what extent iiriM^h 

or °pro d. riy' > ' ‘Jt V t JWn i>ro f Jdlced their persona 
°f pro * At tho 8tira ^ time, I should li t to 

rc‘ “f* ' ? tagSn to arrange the’ 

•ash to --u-r ****** * b ° "MV 

1 0 to their place of origin. 

* 


i at arc 


r m , ; ,au lti ante in conclusion that in 
to Brl 11 eh^h '* 3nc « of any mirhe 

iL2W” tion * lth «* uSm& nSthoritiea So 

' nat I cu:. to assist them. uie o0 

M 

, Yours sincerely, 

J-he Honourable G.T.O# King* Sgd. G. Edgar Vaughan* 




e/o Horn Shavian 



The British Consul 
KOHHOVIA 
Liberia. 



Mount County 
45 







I have the honour Yo^y respectfully to inform you 
that on Friday the 20th April last, several young men 
and women mostly members of the Cuban Swing Band of 
Freetown, left Cape Mount fo* Monrovia on board a sailing 
boat. Half way through the voyage through the mismanage¬ 
ment of the Captain and his crows the boat capsized and 
16 lives in all were lost; 14 of these come directly from 
Freetown, 

The matter ia now in the hands of the authorities her%, 
and a preliminary investigation ie in progress, as some 
of our property was found in the possession of the boat 
boys, which makes it look as a kind of plot among them. 

The reports and findings will be forwarded to you 
byi'the State Department, I expect, also the names of 
3 Ui»vivo "0 and missing ones. 

This information has been sent to the Liberian Consul 
in P’Hjetown, but it is ay ardent desire that you pass on 
Base to the sie^wa Leone Government. 


We have been given a fai* treatment by the Community, 
lodging, boarding and medical aid also olothing have bee* 


item 


supplied us, as we the 8u«vivoT*8 lost eve^y of our 


have 


belongings , although the au tho^ities/aslced tor the list 
of our* losses. 








Jaiaas, V«Doherty 








